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a confi dential toll-free hotline, online chat, or text. 

Veterans and their loved ones can call 1-800-273-8255 

and Press 1, chat online, or send a text message to 

838255 to receive confi dential support 24 hrs. a day, 7 

days a week, 365 days a year.

end of enlistment “To Do” list for veterans

 1) Attend a Transition Assistance Program (TAP) 

class before your enlistment ends.

 2) Get a copy of your health service record before 

you are discharged.  

 3) Register/sign-up for VA Health Care if you are 

determined to be eligible.

 4) Register your DD-214 with the local county 

courthouse.  Most counties provide this service 

free of charge for veterans.  This provides a 

certifi ed copy in the event you lose your copy.  

Some veterans are concerned if they register 

their DD-214, then it becomes public record and 

can be accessed by anyone. Some courthouses 

now require that a person trying to access a 

DD-214 prove that he or she is either the person 

named therein or that he or she has this person’s 

permission.  PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR 

LOCAL COURTHOUSE SECURITY PROCEDURES 

REGARDING PUBLIC ACCESS TO PRIOR TO 

REGISTERING YOUR DD-214.

On a fi nal note, I strongly encourage all Service 

members to view the web link below.  It has a wealth 

of information regarding a wide range of benefi ts 

for veterans and expands on the information in this 

publication: 

https://www.va.gov/opa/persona/index.asp

You may also visit our homepage at www.msva.

ms.gov.  We work hand in hand with the National Guard 

Association of Mississippi and the Mississippi National 

Guard to assist the men, women and families that so 

bravely sacrifi ce so that we may enjoy the freedoms our 

great state and country provide.     
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Biloxi, Mississippi
May 15-17, 2020

Reserve your booth now!

INCREDIBLE EXHIBITOR VALUE
All exhibitor spaces cost only $400.00 and include:

★ Draped table, chair(s) along with draped backdrop and side rails
★ Power upon request
★ Inclusion in the NGAMS Directory
★ Breakfast and Box Lunch on Saturday
★ Refreshments
★ Invitation to the Friday Night Social

NGAMS doesn’t take your registration and simply assign you a booth.  

PRE-EVENT PROMOTION
With thousands of followers on social media, NGAMS will be targeting your 

audience with specific details of the event.

ON-SITE COORDINATION
We fully integrate you into the conference.  From the sporting events to the 
Friday Night Social to the business session to the Saturday Night Units Dinner 
we promote maximum engagement with our members.

POST-EVENT ADVERTISING
We publish an exhibitor directory that is given to all attendees so that your 

contact information is in the hands of decision makers throughout the year.          

2020 State 
ConferenceThe

NGAMS
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Become a Patriot Partner to maximize your exposure all year 
and get even more value for your money.  

 Listed below are the conference benefits for each level. 

PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORS ($2,500)
★ Two full conference registrations to include booth space
★ Sporting events covered
★ Recognition at conference events and listing as a Patriot Partner
★ Presentation of a Partnership Plaque

★ Scrolling Link to company website on NGAMS Sponsor page

DIAMOND LEVEL SPONSORS ($5,000)
All the benefits above plus:

★ Preferred booth space
★ One room for two nights at the conference
★ Private dinner at conference with the Adjutant General and senior

leaders

★ Scrolling link to company website on NGAMS home page

PATRIOT LEVEL SPONSORS ($7,500)
All the benefits above plus:

★ Two rooms for two nights at the conference
★ Premium booth space at the conference
★ Linked feature on the NGAMS homepage and all NGAMS social media

pages
★ Company name inscribed on a plaque displayed at the entrance to

the NGAMS office
★ Logo featured on special publications

Plus more benefits outlined in the Patriot Partnership Program page on our 
website, www.ngams.org under the quote Support NGAMS” tab. 

Contact us for more information.

PATRIOT PARTNERS
PO Box 627  |  Jackson, MS 39205 					                     601.354.7555  |  www.ngams.org



50  |  National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard



 National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard  |  51 

Through the efforts of the Legislative Committee, the 

members of the NGAMS, the Director of Legislative 

Affairs and Economic Development for the Adjutant 

General and our leadership in the Mississippi 

Legislature we had our most successful legislative 

session to date.  The following proposals have passed 

and been signed into law.  We thank all those involved 

for their tireless efforts and their concerns for the 

well-being of our men and women in uniform and are 

happy to report the following successes. 

HB 1117 - Amends MS Code Ann § 43-21-353, to 

provide that in cases of reports of child abuse or 

neglect to the Department of Child Protection 

Services, the department shall notify the applicable 

military family advocacy program that there is an 

allegation of abuse or neglect that relates to that child.

Why this matters to us:  This allows our Mississippi 

Military Department to work with our child protective 

services and local government to better protect our 

military families.

HB 1468 - Amends MS Code Ann § 19-5-99, to revise 

the entities to which economic development districts 

may transfer industrial sites within industrial parks to 

include the Mississippi Military Department and the 

Mississippi National Guard.

Why this matters to us:  This is an incredibly 

important revision as it allows counties to sell, lease 

or otherwise dispose of property in Economic 

Development Districts for building of Readiness 

Centers.  This allows our Readiness Centers to 

be situated in areas that can better serve our 

communities in times of disaster and help in 

recruitment due to increased visibility.  Readiness 

Centers will be on main transportation corridors and 

in areas containing very good infrastructure.

HB 751 - Amends MS Code Ann § 63-1-203, to revise 

the commercial driver’s license act to exclude from the 

definition of “commercial motor vehicle” any military 

and commercial equipment owned or operated by 

the Mississippi Military Department and operated by 

employees of the Mississippi Military Department.

Why this matters to us:  We have pieces of equipment 

located in various parts of our state that require a 

commercial driver’s license to operate off a military 

installation such as Camp Shelby.  However, our 

personnel are otherwise qualified to safely operate the 

equipment with our current training.  This alleviates 

the expense and requirement of the commercial 

driver’s license.  

SB2049 - Amends MS Code Ann § 37-103-19, to 

provide that the spouse or child of an active duty 

member of the United States Armed Forces stationed 

in Mississippi shall be deemed an in-state resident for 

purposes of determining tuition at state institutions 

of higher learning and community colleges; to 

provide that such spouse or child may continue to 

be designated as an in-state resident if he or she 

maintains continuous enrollment in good standing.

Why this matters to us:  We have experienced issues 

with Service members living technically outside of the 

state (for example in Memphis or Mobile) or who have 

recently moved to Mississippi having to pay out of 

state tuition for their dependents.  This change relieves 

that problem. 

SB 2050 - Requires school districts to accept an 

application for enrollment and course registration 

by electronic means for any pupil whose parent is 

transferred, or is pending transfer, within the state 

while on active military duty pursuant to an official 

military order.

Why this matters to us:  This is especially important 

for AGR Service members who move to different 

locations within Mississippi as it easies the burden on 

the families to relocate during odd times of the year.  

SB 2053 - Requires the board of trustees of state 

Institutions of Higher Learning and the Mississippi 

Community College Board to adopt policies requiring 

the award of educational credits for courses that are 

part of a student’s military training or service.

Why this matters to us:  This law assists Service 

members in obtaining academic credit for degrees 

without having to repeat requirements completed 

while with the military.

SB 2452 - Amends MS Code Ann § 73-50-1, to provide 

that an occupational licensing board issuing a license, 

2019 State Legislative 
Successes

Update on
MississippiUpdate on
Mississippi
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certifi cation or registration to a military spouse shall 

approve or deny the application within a certain 

amount of time if the spouse’s orders are in Mississippi 

for 36 months or less.

Why this matters to us:  This creates a deadline for 

occupational license boards to process occupational 

licenses for the Service members and spouses.

sb 2679 - Amends MS Code Ann § 33-13-31, to 

increase certain fi nes provided for a commanding 

offi cer’s nonjudicial punishment under the Mississippi 

Code of Military Justice.

Why this matters to us:  This gives commanders 

a better deterrent for discipline of units and puts 

Mississippi in line with UCMJ.

sb 2680 - Amends MS Code Ann § 33-13-159, to 

clarify that the decision to grant a trial before a 

summary courts-martial is reserved to the special or 

general court-martial convening authority, respectively.

Why this matters to us:  The current system mandates 

approval authority on the Adjutant General level for 

a determination of court martial.  The new revision 

allows for lower level commanders to make the 

determination allowing more local disposition of cases.   

The Mississippi Military Department was provided an 

increase in funding to include funding for the Youth 

Challenge Program and Armed Forces Museum at 

Camp Shelby.  The Mississippi Military is one of very 

few state agencies that did not take a cut in their 

funding and one of even fewer to receive an increase.

Finally, the Mississippi Military Department was 

able to gain $2,000,000 in bond money to planning, 

construction, repair, renovation, replacement, 

furnishing and equipping readiness centers around 

Mississippi.  These matching funds will be combined 

with the federal funding provided by the efforts of our 

federal delegation.

To educate our elected offi cials in our service and 

needs, the Mississippi National Guard Legislative 

Committee had a well-attended luncheon during the 

2019 Legislative Session to include 42 senators and 

122 representatives present along with Lieutenant 

Governor Tate Reeves, Treasurer Lynn Fitch, 

Agriculture Commissioner Andy Gipson, and Speaker 

of the House Philip Gunn.

The NGAMS Legislative Committee will continue 

to educate our elected offi cials on the mission and 

importance of the Mississippi National Guard and 

support legislation that benefi ts our members.

UPDaTe on
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Page 1
The 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team is the fi rst Army unit to ship equipment using the Port of Gulfport. The 155 uses 
the port to send their equipment to the Middle East in preparation of their upcoming deployment. (U.S. Army National 
Guard photo by Sgt. Brittany Johnson)

Pages 2 and 3
SGT. Ryan Marsh, an infantryman assigned to Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 137th Infantry Regiment, 155th 
Armored Brigade Combat Team, performs dry fi re drills prior to an aerial sniper exercise at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, Jan. 
29, 2019. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Jovi Prevot)

Pages 16 and 17
Maj. Gen. Janson D. Boyles, the adjutant general of Mississippi, and Brig. Gen. Trent Kelly, land component commander, 
Mississippi National Guard, greet Soldiers from the 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team at the 172d Airlift Wing in 
Flowood, April 6, 2019. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Victoria Miller)

Page 42
SPC. Matthew Jenkins is welcomed home by his father, Darryl Jenkins; mother, Sandra Jenkins; and sister, Darrilyn Jenkins, 
at the 172d Airlift Wing in Flowood, Miss., April 6, 2019. Jenkins was deployed to Kuwait with the 1st Squadron, 98th 
Calvary Regiment, 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team in support of Operation Spartan Shield. (U.S. Army National 
Guard photo by Sgt. Edward Lee)



WE’RE WITH YOU ON 
YOUR FINANCIAL JOURNEY.

PINNACLE TRUST 
IS HERE FOR YOU WITH 
YOUR BEST INTERESTS IN MIND.

Even small financial decisions can have a big impact on your future. Count on the experts 
at Pinnacle Trust to provide you with a unique mix of sound financial guidance & services 
that you can use to reach new heights—now and throughout your family’s future.

Learn more about us today at pinntrust.com 
or call us at 601.957.0323.
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