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Th e

STANDARD
The cover of this year’s Standard shows an airman looking out the back of a 

C-17 fl ying off the surface of the moon.  Obviously the cover is somewhat in 

jest.  However, how far out of the bounds of reality is it?  This generation of 

Service member no longer serves one weekend a month and two weeks in the 

summer.  Previously a “summer camp” in Germany or Korea was a once in a 

career trip.  Now members of the Mississippi National Guard routinely deploy 

multiple times and there is no sign of it slowing.  Where does it go next?  

Now more than ever you need a source for connecting the members of the 

Mississippi National Guard to the resources that allow them to be the bridge 

between the military and the civilian sectors. The National Guard Association 

of Mississippi is that source.

This year the National Guard Association of Mississippi continues to add more 

online resources at www.ngams.org.  Let the NGAMS Standard be your guide 

to our online services and additional resource for information on both our 

programs as well as the companies that provide you the ability to better serve 

our state and nation.  We are very excited to provide these services to you and 

look forward to continuing to set the Standard.

 Sincerely,

 Your Association
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The best wealth management strategies 
never lose sight of your reason for saving.
Everyone wants to leave their mark in their own special way. That’s why 
our Tailored Wealth advisors work with you personally, drawing on a  
full-range of financial planning and investment options to help you 
pursue your goals.

To learn more, call 601.208.2952 or visit trustmark.com/tailoredwealth.

Tailored Wealth products are: 
Not FDIC Insured | Not Bank Guaranteed | Subject to Loss in Value 
Not Bank Deposits | Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency 
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executive Director

Col allen McDaniel
amcdaniel@ngams.org 

DePuty Director

Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Cris Crisler
ccrisler@ngams.org

finance manager

Ms. Terrie Price
tprice@ngams.org

insurance manager

Ms. Tammy Graves
tgraves@ngams.org   

membershiP anD 
conference manager

MsG (Ret.) Greg Taylor
gtaylor@ngams.org

the nationaL guarD association 
of mississiPPi

office number:
601-354-7555

fax number:
601-353-1207

maiLing aDDress:
P. O. BOX 627

Jackson, MS 39205

street anD shiPPing aDDress:
War Memorial Building
120 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39201

sociaL meDia:
For the most up to date information please follow us on these social media sites:
Facebook/National Guard Association of Mississippi
Twitter @TNGAMS
Instagram @nationalguardassociationofms 

web site:
www.ngams.org

The best wealth management strategies 
never lose sight of your reason for saving.
Everyone wants to leave their mark in their own special way. That’s why 
our Tailored Wealth advisors work with you personally, drawing on a  
full-range of financial planning and investment options to help you 
pursue your goals.

To learn more, call 601.208.2952 or visit trustmark.com/tailoredwealth.

Tailored Wealth products are: 
Not FDIC Insured | Not Bank Guaranteed | Subject to Loss in Value 
Not Bank Deposits | Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency 

Pictured above is the War Memorial Building 
120 North State Street, Jackson, MS 39205
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Never pay state or 
national dues again!  

NGAMS is offering new Life Membership Options.
Currently a life membership for NGAUS costs $1,000 and you still have to pay your yearly 
membership to NGAMS.  Further, you then have to pay a one time retired membership when 
you retire.      

However, for the first year after commissioning we are offering a special $750 life membership 
that covers both the National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS) and the 
National Guard Association of Mississippi (NGAMS)…for the rest of your active and retired life!!!!!

As an active life member, you will always count as a delegate, even after retirement.  Normally 
it takes 50 retired members of the association to count as equal to one active delegate.  Having 
more delegates strengthens the ability of your NGAMS to protect you, your fellow Service 
members and your respective families.  Have your voice heard and your vote count one for one 
even after you retire.

Further, members also enjoy a variety of benefits that include everything from insurance and 
other life enhancing programs to various discounts and privileges with a variety of business 
partners.  Visit the following link below for more details:  

http://www.ngaus.org/ngaus-membership-makes-guard-stronger/member-benefits   

The options for paying the Life Membership fit all budgets!  

	 ★ 	 One payment of $750.00.

	 ★ 	 Two payments of $375.00.  

	 ★ 	 Four payments of $187.50.

	 ★	 Eight payments of $93.75.

	 ★	 Twelve payments of $62.50.

	 ★	 Twenty-four payments of $31.25.

It gets better!  We will even give you credit for the amount you have already paid for 2019 
dues!  Use the chart on the back of the form to see how much you can subtract from your total 
before making your payment(s).

Here is how you can do it…

	 ★	 Join online at www.ngams.org  and click on “Life Membership Application” under the 
		  “Membership Tab.”

	 ★ 	 Call us at 601-354-7555

	 ★ 	 Visit us at 120 North State Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201

	 ★ 	 Mail us a completed life membership form (may be downloaded from our website)

		  with credit card information or a check with  your full name, rank, address, phone 
		  number, and email address to: 

			   NGAMS

			   Attn: Life Membership

			   PO Box 627

			   Jackson, MS 39205

Never worry about dues again! Join now!

The

NGAMS

CONTACT: Winchester Ammunition - Military   P| 662-281-7929   E| winmilitary@olin.com

Copyright 2017 Olin Corporation

9 mm NATO M80A1M62A1M855A1 M33

hen the battle starts and American lives are on the 
line, our Warfi ghters deserve to be armed with the best 

products in defending our Nation. Since before World War I, Winchester 
has manufactured world-leading ammunition for military, law 
enforcement and civilian use. With a reputation steeped in tradition, we 
have earned the moniker ‘The American Legend’ by delivering on our 
commitment to excellence in everything we do.  Legendary Excellence.
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Personal - Vehicular - Equipment - Movement - Specialty   Lighting

Covert. Tactical. Durable. Phantom. 

Afghanistan. Iraq. Syria. Phantom . 

Jackson. Hattisburg. Biloxi. Phantom. 

Phantom Products, Inc.
Rockledge, Florida

www.phantomlights.com
PH:  888-533-4968
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3M
Steve Jaksec

813-362-9481

sjaksec@mmm.com

3M Center, Building 235-2W-70

St. Paul, Minnesota   55144

3M Personal Safety Division - 

Supplying confidence and trust 

in protective gear by providing 

rugged and reliable equipment 

across DoD, DoJ, DHS, and U.S. 

state and local agencies.  3M’s 

technically innovative ballistic head, 

eye, hearing, communications and 

respiratory solutions are designed to 

meet or exceed unique protection 

requirements for law enforcement. 

Extensive R&D and “voice of 

customer” has led to integrated 

solutions that are comfortable for 

extended wear improving overall 

mission safety.  You protect us. And 

we thank you by committing to 

continue designing and supplying 

protective equipment that helps 

protect you.

4K Solutions
Caleb Whitten	

706-763-9342 (cell)

Caleb.whitten@4ksolutions.com

11255 Rambling Trail

Midland, Georgia  31820

CVE - Service Disabled Veteran 

Owned Small Business (SDVOSB)

Description: 4K Solutions, LLC 

specializes in providing leading 

information technology and 

special communications solutions, 

consulting, professional services 

and training to Department of 

Defense and government agencies. 

4K Solutions offers local, state and 

federal government agencies a 

full line of information technology 

(IT) products and services. Rapid 

Feilding of custom communications 

and networking solutions.

Key Technologies:  Mobile 

Broadband Kits (MBK) 4G/LTE 

and FirstNet Ready!  Deployable 

Antenna Systems.  Radio Over IP 

(ROIP) – Motorola Solutions Premier 

WAVE™ partner.  Satellite systems, 

route, switch and networking 

technologies.  Portable Battery and 

Solar Power Solutions.

ADS, Inc. 
Russell Thompson

757-275-7981

kroseboom@adsinc.com 

621 Lynnhaven Pkwy

Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452

ADS, Inc. provides equipment, 

procurement, logistics, and supply 

chain solutions. We offer access 

to the largest product and service 

selection, the broadest array of 

procurement and contract options, 

and world-class expertise and 

support to assist you—every step of 

the way.

AFBA/5 Star Life 
Insurance ★ ★ ★
1SG (Ret) Marvin Wells, Insurance 

Sales Representative 

Tammy Graves, Insurance Manager

601-354-7555

mwells@ngams.org

tgraves@ngams.org

www.ngams.org

P. O. Box 627

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

The Armed Forces Benefit 

Association (AFBA) is a not-for-

profit association established in 

2019 Annual 
Conference Exhibitors

The

NGAMS
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Over the last twenty years 
First Heritage Credit has proudly served 
the �nancial needs of its clients 
throughout the state of Mississippi, 
as well as the surrounding states of 
Alabama, Louisiana, South Carolina and 
Tennessee. We are proud to be 
Patriot Level Patriot Partners with 
the Mississippi National Guard, and 
enjoy serving our communities through 
our 35 Mississippi branches.

We are proud to support the Mississippi 
National Guard, and 
enjoy giving back to those who freely 
give so much for us. 

Visit www.1stheritagecredit.com 
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1947 to promote the general welfare 

and economic interests of military 

families during war and peace.  

Over time, we have expanded 

membership eligibility to also serve 

federal government employees 

and contractors, as well as fi rst 

responders – law enforcement, 

fi refi ghters, and emergency medical 

personnel.  Today, we serve more 

than 600,000 members protected 

by over $39B of survivor benefi ts.  

More than $1.9B of survivor benefi ts 

have been paid to the families of 

AFBA members since our founding.  

Survivor benefi ts are funded by 

life insurance underwritten by 

AFBA affi liate, 5Star Life Insurance 

Company, a Nebraska company. 

AFBA - Always Ready, Always There 

for the National Guard.

airbus heLicoPters ★ ★
Earl Walker

662-699-9240 (cell)

earl.walker@eurocopterusa.com

1782 Airport Road

Columbus, Mississippi  39701

Airbus Helicopters is a division 

of Airbus, a global leader in 

aeronautics, space and related 

services.  Airbus’ mission is to 

provide the most effi cient civil and 

military helicopter solutions to its 

customers who serve, protect, save 

lives and safely carry passengers in 

highly demanding environments.

am generaL ★ 
Douglas Burnett

904-703-5058

dburnett@bellsouth.net

291 Sophia Terrace

St. Augustine, Florida  32095

arrowPoint
Steve Joyce

678-378-4640

Sj6047@aol.com 

90 Middleton Trace

Newman, Georgia  30265

bae systems, inc. ★ 
Keith A. Klemmer

703-907-8320 (offi ce)

571-594-9087 (cell)

keith.klemmer@baesystems.com

2000 15th Street North, Suite 1100

Arlington, Virginia  22201

BAE Systems, Inc. provides support 

and service solutions for current 

and future defense, intelligence, and 

civilian systems; designs, develops 

and manufactures a wide range of 

electronic systems and subsystems 

for both military and commercial 

applications; produces specialized 

security and protection products; 

and designs, develops, produces, 

and provides service support of 

armored combat vehicles, artillery 

systems, and munitions.

benchmaDe Knife 
comPany
Shane James

503-655-6004 (offi ce)

503-784-3512 (cell)

sjames@benchmade.com

300 Beavercreek Road

Oregon City, Oregon  97045

For 30 years, Benchmade Knife 

Company has been committed 

to exceeding the expectations 

of elite users around the world.  

Manufacturing a broad range of 

products that offer superior quality 

and performance and built to meet 

the specifi c needs of a wide and 

loyal customer base. In addition, all 

Benchmade products are covered 

by the company’s LifeSharp service 

and limited lifetime warranty. 

For more information about 

Benchmade’s world class products 

and Customer Service, please call 

1-800-800-7427.

big ass fans ★ ★
Justin Manna

1-859-629-7597 (offi ce)

978-888-8332 (cell)

justin.manna@bigassfans.com

www.bigassfans.com

2348 Innovation Drive

Lexington, Kentucky  40511

In 1999, the Big Ass Fan Company 

was born. Kind of. Then called the 

HVLS Fan Co. (that’s High Volume, 

Low Speed—catchy, right?), we 

fi rst made our mark selling massive 

ceiling fans that spun slowly but 

moved astounding amounts of air. 

WINDHAM & LACEY, PLLC
Certifi ed Public Accountants
www.windhamandlacey.com

2708 Old Brandon Road
Pearl, MS 39208

601.939.8676 • Fax 601.939.8761

219 N. Jackson Street • P.O. Box 759
Crystal Springs, MS 39059

601.892.4001 • Fax 601.892.5978

ConfeRenCe
exhibiToRs

2019

Over the last twenty years 
First Heritage Credit has proudly served 
the �nancial needs of its clients 
throughout the state of Mississippi, 
as well as the surrounding states of 
Alabama, Louisiana, South Carolina and 
Tennessee. We are proud to be 
Patriot Level Patriot Partners with 
the Mississippi National Guard, and 
enjoy serving our communities through 
our 35 Mississippi branches.

We are proud to support the Mississippi 
National Guard, and 
enjoy giving back to those who freely 
give so much for us. 

Visit www.1stheritagecredit.com 
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The Mississippi Armed Forces Museum honors 

the servicemen and women of all branches 

from Mississippi and others who received 

training in Mississippi during times of war. The 

Museum’s exhibits tell the personal stories of 

American heroes, and serve to educate future 

generations about the price paid for freedom  

and prosperity. 

The mission of the Mississippi Armed Forces 

Museum is to collect, preserve, interpret, exhibit, 

and hold in public trust for the exclusive benefit of 

the people, significant historical property related 

to the history of the State of Mississippi and its 

contributions to the Armed Forces of the United 

States from the early 19th Century to the present.

www.armedforcesmuseum.us
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The fans kept large spaces that 

lacked air conditioning, such as 

factories and dairy barns, feeling 

cool and comfortable—and soon 

enough, plenty of other customers 

wanted in. Things moved fast after 

that and kept moving. Only a few 

years later, we officially changed our 

name after customers kept calling 

and asking if we made “those big-

ass fans.” We created a residential 

fan that blew away ENERGY STAR® 

ratings and won awards worldwide. 

In 2014, we had the bright idea 

to create an LED fixture made of 

heavy-duty anodized, extruded 

aluminum so it can handle whatever 

you can dish out, launching a 

division appropriately called Big 

Ass Light™. And we’ve backed 

everything with serious research, 

intensive engineering, and an almost 

obsessive drive to innovate and 

improve. No matter what we’re 

doing, we go Big Ass every single 

day, non-stop.

Breezer Mobile 
Cooling/Power 
Breezer
Kiel Wright

954-418-4530 (Office)

615-714-5494 (cell)

info@powerbreezer.com 

6413 Congress Avenue, #110

Boca Raton, Florida  33487

Everyone deserves to be cool - 

especially military personnel! Reduce 

mistakes, increase productivity,  

create a safe work environment 

and keep mission readiness. With 

Power Breezer from Breezer Mobile 

Cooling. Mobile and rugged. Mission-

ready in no time. Maintenance free. 

Passed Military Standard 810-G. 

Designed and assembled in the USA. 

You face enough threats. Don’t let 

heat be one of them.

Boeing Company ★ 
Cathy Anthony

catherine.i.anthony@boeing.com

610-591-2032 (office)

610-585-7852 (cell)

P. O. Box 16858 MC P10-08

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19142

Boeing is the world’s largest 

aerospace company.  We offer 

leading products and services in 

commercial and military aircraft, 

space systems, and exploration, and 

integrated-network communications.  

Our military products include 

fighters, bombers, tankers, 

transports, and helicopters, along 

with missiles, advanced information, 

communications and space systems.

Capital Ortho
Jeff Beford

601-987-8200 (office)

info@capitalortho.com

104 Burney Drive

Flowood, Mississippi  39232

Since its establishment in 1990, 

the philosophy of Capital Ortho 

is to serve the community as a 

comprehensive Orthopaedic care 

clinic. Made up of 9 physicians, each 

Doctor is capable of treating a wide 

range of problems involving the 

musculoskeletal system.  Within the 

clinic, the Doctors also have areas of 

special interest and training which 

means that certain disorders that 

may need more specialized care.  

Capital Ortho will always strive to 

serve the needs of each patient in 

a caring and concerned manner.  

We will grow as our patient’s 

requirements grow and will continue 

to be the preeminent General 

Orthopaedic clinic in Jackson and 

central Mississippi.

Conflict Kinetics	
Tony Tuck

240-805-0577 (office)

Tony.tuck@conflictkinetics.com 

22977 Eaglewood Cout, Suite 160

Sterling, Virginia  20166

Conflict Kinetics (CK), specializes 

in Synthetic Technology for Small 

Arms Weapons Training.  Our 

Patented, Pro-Sports based Human 

Performance Optimization approach 

has proven transfer to live fire.  We 

work extensively with DoD: SOF, 

general purpose forces, and federal 

agencies.  CK offers mobile trainings 

and systems installations in both 

CONUS/OCONUS locations, and 

we have Training Centers in Virginia 

Beach, VA & the DC area.

East Mississippi 
Veterans Memorial 
Foundation
Jeff Summerlin

601-480-0293 (cell)

emvmfoundation@gmail.com 

Post Office Box 4755

Meridian, Mississippi  39305

A lasting tribute to honor and 

recognize the courage and 

commitment of past and present 

men and women of Meridian and 

East Mississippi who have served in 

the U. S. Armed Services. The East 

Mississippi Veterans Memorial Park 

will HONOR, EDUCATE and INSPIRE.

HONOR: To honor and recognize 

our service members and to instill in 

each of us a sense of appreciation, 

respect and awe for the individuals 

who served honorably.

EDUCATE: To educate visitors, 

community and future generations 

about American military history and 

the role and contributions played in 

it by Mississippi service members. 

The memorial will foster a public 

understanding of the sacrifices 

made by all and their families 

during their service to our country, 

especially to those Veterans who 

served on the battlefields in order to 

protect and maintain the freedoms 

we enjoy.

CONFERENCE
Exhibitors

2019
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INSPIRE: To inspire future 

generations to serve and carryon 

those values and love of country 

that their past ancestors have done 

before them so that we can continue 

to have the freedoms and rights that 

our great nation was founded upon.

EES – Eureka! 
Expeditionary Systems
Charlie Cogswell

800-235-2607 (office)

734-747-1094 (cell)

charlie.cogswell@johnsonoutdoors.

com 

625 Conklin Road

Binghamton, New York  13903

EES (Eureka! Expeditionary 

Systems) is a unique alliance of best-

in-class suppliers in their respective 

fields:  Eureka! (tents and shelters), 

BATLite (LED lighting), Bike Track 

(flooring systems), plus partners 

specializing in C2 systems and ECUs, 

generators and trailers.

Employer Support of 
the Guard and Reserve
Leanne Hall

601-313-6508

Leanne.y.hall.ctr@mail.mil

1410 Riverside Drive

Jackson, Mississippi  39202

ESGR, a Department of Defense 

program, was established in 1972 

to promote cooperation and 

understanding between Reserve 

Component Service members and 

their civilian employers and to 

assist in the resolution of conflicts 

arising from an employee’s military 

commitment. ESGR is supported 

by a network of more than 3,750 

volunteers in 54 committees 

located across all 50 states, the 

District of Columbia, Guam-CNMI 

(Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands), Puerto Rico, and 

the U.S. Virgin Islands. Volunteers, 

hailing from small business and 

industry, government, education, 

and prior military service bring a 

vast wealth of experience to assist 

in serving employers, Service 

members, and their families. 

Together with Headquarters ESGR 

staff and a small cadre of support 

staff for each State Committee, 

volunteers work to promote and 

enhance employer support for 

military service in the Guard and 

Reserve. 

ESGR has served our country for 

more than 45 years, fostering a 

culture in which all employers 

support and value the employment 

and military service of members of 

the National Guard.

Entergy
Roger Kitchens

985-542-3945 (office)

985-705-7676 (cell)

rkitche@entergy.com

6540 Watkins Drive

M-THQ-2S

Jackson, Mississippi  39213

Entergy Corporation is an integrated 

energy company engaged primarily 

in electric power production and 

retail distribution operations. 

Entergy owns and operates power 

plants with approximately 30,000 

megawatts of electric generating 

capacity, including nearly 9,000 

megawatts of nuclear power. 

Entergy delivers electricity to 2.9 

million utility customers in Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas. 

Entergy has annual revenues of 

approximately $10.8 billion and 

nearly 13,000 employees.

ESS, Inc. ★ 
Jack Carpenter

208-720-0030 (cell)

jack@esseyepro.com

www.esseypro.com

314 South River Street

Hailey, Idaho  83333

ESS Eye Pro is Battlefield Proven. 

Military personnel worldwide rely 

on ESS.  Their brave deeds feed our 

passion for combining performance, 

style, and safety throughout our line 

of advanced eyewear.  ESS Eye Pro 

exceeds the most stringent military 

testing standards and is the only 

brand of eye protection issued to all 

branches of the U.S. Department of 

Defense.

CONFERENCE
Exhibitors

2019
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FAAC Incorporated
Todd Glenn

352-343-6606 (office)

352-978-7997 (cell)

todd.glenn@faac.com

www.faac.com

30931 Fairview Avenue

Tavares, Florida  32778

Provider of reconfigurable Operator 

Driving Simulators (ODS) and Virtual 

Clearance Training Suites (VCTS) for 

the Army National Guard.  Simulated 

vehicles include: FMTV, HEMTT, 

HET, PLS, M915, M939, M1114 Up-

Armored HMMWV, RG-31, Panther, 

Cougar, Buffalo and Stryker.  Fixed 

site and mobile systems.  FAAC 

also fielded the KC-135 Boom 

Operator Simulator System for the 

Air National Guard. FAAC has over 

45 years providing simulation-based 

training solutions to the U.S. Military.

Galls, LLC ★ 
Matt Damon

859-800-1363 (office)

859-618-0237 (cell)

damon-matt@galls.com

1340 Russell Cave Road

Lexington, Kentucky  40505

Each year, over one million men 

and women trust us to supply their 

essential gear and supplies. With 

over 50 years in the industry, it’s 

easy to see why. Additionally, Galls 

offers thousands of agencies and 

departments a 360° solution and 

provides each with a personalized 

web portal that makes ordering 

super easy, fast and convenient. 

With so many people counting 

on you to meet the demands 

of your job and your duty, Galls 

stands ready to help you meet the 

challenge.

Gerber Gear ★ 
Katie Roberts

503-403-1238 (office)

608-358-1645 (cell)

katie.roberts@gerbergear.com

14200 SW 782nd Avenue

Portland, Oregon  97224

Gerber is a leading manufacturer 

and supplier of multi-tools, 

flashlights, knives, seatbelt cutters, 

breaching tools, tactical kits and 

weapons maintenance tools/kits 

to the military and federal law 

enforcement.

G.V. “Sonny” 
Montgomery Center 
for America’s 
Veterans ★ ★
Eddie Scales

662-831-0527 (office)

662-325-6723 (fax)

ebs17@msstate.edu

250 Bailey Howell Drive

Mississippi State University, 

Mississippi  39762

HDT Global
Preston Frank

800-969-8527 (office)

254-37-2099 (cell)

preston.frank@hdtglobal.com

30500 Aurora Road, Suite 100

Solon Ohio  44139

A provider of highly-engineered 

mobile military and emergency 

response solutions, HDT Global is 

widely recognized for its industry-

leading production of state-of-

the-art, fully integrated deployable 

solutions. With advanced systems 

currently being used by the U.S. 

and allied military units stationed 

worldwide, HDT’s products include 

shelter systems, environmental 

control systems, generators, heaters, 

air filtration devices, and robotics.

Helenbak
Kevin Buckley

601-736-6112 (office)

601-818-1050 (cell)

kevin.buckley@helanbak.com

www.HELANBAK.COM

1481 Highway 13 North

Columbia, Mississippi  39429

Helanbak is MISSISSIPPI’s AR 

15 MANUFACTURER located 

in Columbia, MS. From 3-D 

designing to production, 

Helanbak manufactures firearm 

components and assembles in 

house.  Our product line includes 

.223 Wylde, 300 AAC BLACKOUT, 

and SUPPRESSORS.  Helanbak 

utilizes our expertise, passion and 

persistence to create and uphold 

precision-machined products 

acceptable for ourselves and others 

like us. Helanbak.  We Go There.  

Just Like You.

0

Humana Military – 
TRICARE East
Tony Kennedy

228-257-4946 (cell)

tkennedy1@humana.com

15209 Oberlin Avenu

Gulfport, Mississippi  39503

CONFERENCE
Exhibitors

2019
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So I am serving in the Mississippi National Guard.  I have deployed or I have not.  

I have deployed but it’s not to a combat zone.  I just enlisted but got called up 

to help with flood relief.  Am I a veteran?  How in the world do I know?  If I am a 

veteran then do I get to go to the VA Hospital?  Can somebody please help me?

These are the routine questions many members of the Mississippi National 

Guard ask.  It’s important you get the answers.  We asked Executive 

Director of Mississippi Veterans Affairs and Mississippi National 

Guardsman Stacey Pickering to help us.

Before we discuss Veteran benefits, we first need to 

define the word “veteran”.

For VA purposes, a “veteran” is someone who 

meets the criteria established by Congress 

for eligibility for VA benefits. Eligibility for 

most VA benefits is based upon 

discharge from active military 

service under other than 

dishonorable conditions.  In 

most cases, a member of the 

National Guard or Reserves 

does not qualify as a 

veteran unless they 

are called to active 

duty under federal 

orders (e.g. Title 

10) or are injured 

while serving 

during Active 

Duty for Training 

or in a drilling 

status AND must 

file a claim with 

the VA.

Continued on 
page 42.

Veterans Benefits
Am I a veteran? How do I know?
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Ingalls Shipbuilding, a 
Division of Huntington 
Ingalls Industries
Ben Hare

228-935-3353 (office)

benjamin.hare@hii-ingalls.com

1000 Jerry St Pe’ Highway

Pascagoula, Mississippi  39568

Huntington Ingalls Industries 

is America’s largest military 

shipbuilding company and a 

provider of professional services 

to partners in government and 

industry. For more than a century, 

HII’s Newport News and Ingalls 

shipbuilding divisions in Virginia and 

Mississippi have built more ships in 

more ship classes than any other 

U.S. naval shipbuilder. HII’s Technical 

Solutions division provides a wide 

range of professional services 

through its Fleet Support, Mission 

Driven Innovative Solutions, Nuclear 

& Environmental, and Oil & Gas 

groups. Headquartered in Newport 

News, Virginia, HII employs more 

than 40,000 people operating both 

domestically and internationally. For 

81 years, the employees of Ingalls 

Shipbuilding have pioneered the 

development and production of 

technologically advanced, highly 

capable surface warships for the 

Navy fleet, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. 

Marine Corps, and foreign and 

commercial customers.

JBHM Architecture 
Richard McNeel

601-352-2699 (office)

info@jbhm.com

308 East Pearl Street, Suite 300

Jackson, Mississippi  39201

Continuing the firm’s heritage since 

opening in 1970, Joey Henderson, 

AIA, Richard McNeel, AIA, and 

Will Lewis, AIA, have provided 

the vision and leadership to grow 

JBHM Architects from a small office 

founded in Tupelo, Mississippi to 

a regional multi-discipline design 

firm. Architecture, Landscape 

Architecture, and Interior Design are 

all part of our holistic approach.

Kopis Mobile
Joe McDevitt

866-535-1985 (office)

601-940-6502 (cell)

jmcdevitt@kopismobile.com

3010 Lakeland Cove, Suite M

Flowood, Mississippi  39232

We want to help those who protect us.

Kopis Mobile is a team who believes 

you’re dedicated to protecting 

our lives, so we believe it’s our 

duty to protect yours. We use our 

knowledge and experience to create 

rugged and reliable technology to 

make your job simpler and more 

secure. Our approach isn’t normal. 

It’s meeting you where you are, 

finding out from you exactly what 

CONFERENCE
Exhibitors

2019
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Soldiers and Airmen count on  
PowerFlare Safety Beacons  

 

We are honored to partner with the National Guard 

Tricia Callahan, Vice President, Military Sales 
PF Distribution Center, Inc. 

Worldwide Master Distributors of PowerFlare Safety Beacons 
tricia@pfdistributioncenter.com 

Office: 434-326-1112 * Cell: 703-599-9514 
www.pfdistributioncenter.com 

PowerFlare® Safety Beacons are used throughout the Guard— 
for DOMOPS, training, landing zones, convoys, and many other 

uses. Safety Officers love heavy-duty PowerFlare beacons, 
because lives and equipment are saved from needless  

accidents for a low cost. Available in many colors (and IR)  
and in replaceable or rechargeable CR123 versions. 

We owe our freedom to those who serve. Boeing is 

honored to support the men, women, and families 

who sacri�ce so our nation can stand tall.

 
FREEDOM STANDS 
THANKS TO ALL 
WHO SERVE.

FREEDOM STATAT NDS 

Bone and Joint Care 
for the Entire Family

FLOWOOD / MADISON
WWW.CAPITALORTHO.COM

601.987.8200

THE 
FORCE 
MULTIPLIER 

OUTERLINK.COM
A METRO AVIATION COMPANY

OUTERLINKʼS IRIS SYSTEM GIVES UNITS IMPROVED OPERATIONAL VISION AND 
OVERSIGHT WITH MORE DATA, BETTER COMMUNICATION, PRECISE TRACKING AND 
QUICKER TROUBLESHOOTING.
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No Cost $1,000 Death Benefit for Active Guard Members

Member Coverage
Basic coverage gives you 4 options. After 12 
consecutive months, you are eligible for increased 
insurance which becomes effective on the next  
June 1 following completion of the 12 month period.  
The additional coverage is at no-cost to you. 

This benefit is free to you. All Mississippi active guard members are covered 24/7 whether drilling or not. There’s no 
enrollment necessary - you are automatically eligible for this benefit should something happen to you. Death benefit 
is paid to named beneficiary, spouse, or next of kin. 

 

Dependent Coverage
If you and your spouse are both members of the  
MS National Guard you must have your own individual 
coverage. Either you or your spouse can apply for 
coverage on children but not both.  

Separation: If you have been insured for 12 consecutive months, you can retain your basic coverage until age 60. You may keep 
the same amount in force except for the extra increased insurance. You can pay the monthly contribution on a direct bill basis.

Retirement: At retirement, if you have 20 years of service and have been insured for 12 consecutive months, coverage 
continues in force until age 60 at the same premium. Between 60 - 70 death benefit reduces to $10,000, spouse benefit  
to $10,000, and dependent children to $2,500. At age 70, death benefit reduces to $5,000, spouse benefit to $5,000,  
and dependent children remains at $2,500. 

Spouse retention: A surviving spouse age 59 or less of an insured member who dies before age 60 can retain the coverage  
he/she carried as a dependent of the deceased Guard member and may include related coverage on the already insured 
dependent children at a slightly higher cost.  

The Basic program provides financial protection in the event of death. It also provides coverage for your spouse 
and/or children, all at an affordable monthly cost.  

Basic Coverage 

Amount
$10,000
$16,000
$25,000
$35,000

Monthly cost
$3.80
$6.00
$8.95

$12.25

After 12 months
$12,500
$21,000
$32,500
$45,000

Member Coverage

Both the Basic and Enhanced coverage has No combat or terrorism exclusions. No geographical area exclusions.

Spouse
$10,000
$15,000
$30,000
$50,000

$2,500
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000

Monthly cost
$3.00
$4.00
$8.00

$13.00

Each child

               

Dependent Coverage

State Sponsored Life Insurance
As we have referenced many times, insurance is not a pleasant topic as it forces us to face our own or a loved one’s mortality.  
However, it is a topic that must be discussed to ensure the financial stability of our families.  Sadly, one hundred twelve of our 
families dealt with this eventuality this fiscal year.  Our insurance program provided $1,101,500 in assistance in support of 
claims of eighty-seven Service members and twenty-five dependents.  Unfortunately, four of our families did not have coverage.

Commanders are responsible for ensuring the readiness of their soldiers and airmen- this is the number one priority.  Part of this 
responsibility should be addressing financial management planning, which includes insurance.  If our National Guard families are 
aware of the benefits and minimal cost, they would likely carry at least the minimum coverage the NGAMS Insurance program 
offers.  To that end, leaders are encouraged to help each member understand their whole family can be insured for as little as 
$6.80 per month.

Currently, the combined Air and Army National Guard insurance participation is sixty-two percent.  The Air National Guard 
participation is thirty-nine percent while the Army National Guard participation is sixty-eight percent.  The NGAMS staff is 
always ready to provide units their current level reports to assist commanders in reviewing their participation.  Again, the goal is 
to make sure Service members are aware of the tremendous benefit offered by the Association and their responsibility to 
provide for their dependents when tragedy strikes.

Please contact the NGAMS office at 601-354-7555 for any questions regarding enrollment or other matters.  Also, leaders are 
encouraged to call and set up an insurance presentation at their respective units.  Working together, we can make a difference.   

      Colonel Rodney Harris- Army  |  Lieutenant Colonel Joelee Sessions- Air 
          Co-Chairs, Committee on Insurance

1

2



 National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard  |  21 

Enhanced Coverage

Affordable life insurance
You can purchase $50,000 of protection for as little as 
$4 a month if you’re under 50 years of age and don’t use 
tobacco products. Contributions increase at each age 
band as shown below.

No medical exam for Guard members under age 50 
applying for up to $250,000 of coverage and ages 
50-59 up to $100,000. For spouses, no medical exam 
under age 40 up to $250,000 and under age 50 up 
to $150,000. Just complete the enrollment form and 
answer a few health questions.

Coverage from $50,000 to $400,000
Based on your individual situation, you decide how much 
coverage is right for you and your family.

Emergency death benefit payment
Emergency death benefit payment of up to $15,000 
within one business day of notification to help your 
loved ones with immediate costs.

Full coverage after retirement or separation 
As long as contributions are paid, coverage continues 
to age 70*. There are no occupation restrictions, so 
regardless of what you do after the military, you’re 
covered. Regardless of any health issues that may 
develop in the future, you’re still covered. Upon 
retirement or separation, policy contributions will be 
paid directly to AFBA rather than through allotment.

Spouse coverage
You can easily purchase coverage for your spouse on 
the same application. 

When you have the maximum coverage in the Basic program, you can purchase additional coverage. The Enhanced 
program provides affordable term life insurance with a level death benefit and only 3 age bands for contributions.  

You can provide the protection and peace of mind 
your loved ones need at affordable rates with AFBA. 
All active Mississippi National Guard members are 
eligible to apply. In addition to peace of mind, an AFBA 
membership gives you access to a wealth of benefits 
and products designed with your needs in mind.  
 
Visit www.afba.com for complete details on other 
member benefits.

Statement of Health Paramed Exam, Blood Profile and Urinalysis Paramed Exam, Blood Profile and Urinalysis and Resting EKG

* After 70th birthday, Enhanced coverage terminates on coverage anniversary date.

Age
18-49
50-59
60-69

$4.00
$18.00
$44.00

$50,000
$8.00

$36.00
$88.00

$100,000
$12.00
$54.00

$132.00

$150,000
$16.00
$72.00

$176.00

$200,000
$20.00
$90.00

$220.00

$250,000
$24.00

$108.00
$264.00

$300,000
$28.00

$126.00
$308.00

$350,000
$32.00

$144.00
$352.00

$400,000

**Tobacco user contributions are two (2) times non-tobacco user contributions. Tobacco user is one who has used any tobacco product in the past 12 months.

Monthly Contributions (Male/Female) Non-Tobacco**

$50,000

$51,000 - $100,000

$101,000 - $150,000

$151,000 - $200,000

$201,000 - $250,000

$251,000 - $300,000

$301,000 - $400,000

Medical Requirements for Current or Former Military Member

18-39 40-49 50-59

$50,000

$51,000 - $100,000

$101,000 - $150,000

$151,000 - $200,000

$201,000 - $250,000

$251,000 - $300,000

$301,000 - $400,000

Medical Requirements for Non-Military Spouse

18-39 40-49 50-59
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No Cost $1,000 Death Benefit for Active Guard Members
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Basic coverage gives you 4 options. After 12 
consecutive months, you are eligible for increased 
insurance which becomes effective on the next  
June 1 following completion of the 12 month period.  
The additional coverage is at no-cost to you. 

This benefit is free to you. All Mississippi active guard members are covered 24/7 whether drilling or not. There’s no 
enrollment necessary - you are automatically eligible for this benefit should something happen to you. Death benefit 
is paid to named beneficiary, spouse, or next of kin. 

 

Dependent Coverage
If you and your spouse are both members of the  
MS National Guard you must have your own individual 
coverage. Either you or your spouse can apply for 
coverage on children but not both.  

Separation: If you have been insured for 12 consecutive months, you can retain your basic coverage until age 60. You may keep 
the same amount in force except for the extra increased insurance. You can pay the monthly contribution on a direct bill basis.

Retirement: At retirement, if you have 20 years of service and have been insured for 12 consecutive months, coverage 
continues in force until age 60 at the same premium. Between 60 - 70 death benefit reduces to $10,000, spouse benefit  
to $10,000, and dependent children to $2,500. At age 70, death benefit reduces to $5,000, spouse benefit to $5,000,  
and dependent children remains at $2,500. 

Spouse retention: A surviving spouse age 59 or less of an insured member who dies before age 60 can retain the coverage  
he/she carried as a dependent of the deceased Guard member and may include related coverage on the already insured 
dependent children at a slightly higher cost.  

The Basic program provides financial protection in the event of death. It also provides coverage for your spouse 
and/or children, all at an affordable monthly cost.  

Basic Coverage 

Amount
$10,000
$16,000
$25,000
$35,000

Monthly cost
$3.80
$6.00
$8.95

$12.25

After 12 months
$12,500
$21,000
$32,500
$45,000

Member Coverage

Both the Basic and Enhanced coverage has No combat or terrorism exclusions. No geographical area exclusions.

Spouse
$10,000
$15,000
$30,000
$50,000

$2,500
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000

Monthly cost
$3.00
$4.00
$8.00

$13.00
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Dependent Coverage

State Sponsored Life Insurance
As we have referenced many times, insurance is not a pleasant topic as it forces us to face our own or a loved one’s mortality.  
However, it is a topic that must be discussed to ensure the financial stability of our families.  Sadly, one hundred twelve of our 
families dealt with this eventuality this fiscal year.  Our insurance program provided $1,101,500 in assistance in support of 
claims of eighty-seven Service members and twenty-five dependents.  Unfortunately, four of our families did not have coverage.

Commanders are responsible for ensuring the readiness of their soldiers and airmen- this is the number one priority.  Part of this 
responsibility should be addressing financial management planning, which includes insurance.  If our National Guard families are 
aware of the benefits and minimal cost, they would likely carry at least the minimum coverage the NGAMS Insurance program 
offers.  To that end, leaders are encouraged to help each member understand their whole family can be insured for as little as 
$6.80 per month.

Currently, the combined Air and Army National Guard insurance participation is sixty-two percent.  The Air National Guard 
participation is thirty-nine percent while the Army National Guard participation is sixty-eight percent.  The NGAMS staff is 
always ready to provide units their current level reports to assist commanders in reviewing their participation.  Again, the goal is 
to make sure Service members are aware of the tremendous benefit offered by the Association and their responsibility to 
provide for their dependents when tragedy strikes.

Please contact the NGAMS office at 601-354-7555 for any questions regarding enrollment or other matters.  Also, leaders are 
encouraged to call and set up an insurance presentation at their respective units.  Working together, we can make a difference.   

      Colonel Rodney Harris- Army  |  Lieutenant Colonel Joelee Sessions- Air 
          Co-Chairs, Committee on Insurance
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you need, and creating technological 

solutions to make that a reality.

You fight for our good. Let us fight 

for yours.

Lista/Vidmar ★ ★
Darin Gilderoy

678-316-0972 (cell)

darin.gilderoy@sbdinc.com 

9040 Creekstone Place

Gainesville, Georgia  30506

Stanley Black & Decker Storage 

Solutions is a global provider of 

high-density storage solutions that 

help workforces work efficiently and 

safely. We partner with businesses 

to design customized storage and 

workspace systems that maximize 

productivity while saving space. 

Our trusted brands, LISTA® and 

Vidmar,® make up the broadest 

storage portfolio in the marketplace 

and enable us to provide tailored,

cost-effective solutions to our 

customers’ unique storage 

challenges.

LiteFighter Systems 
LLC ★ ★
Rich Coachys

404-718-9818

rcoachys@litefighter.com

www.litefighter.com

314 Tupelo Trail

Canton, Georgia 30114

LiteFighter provides rugged, back-

packable shelter systems built 

to protect warfighters against 

inclement weather, pests and 

insect-borne diseases. Our product 

portfolio includes Multi-Season 

Back-Packable Tents, Jungle 

Hammocks, Tarps, Mosquito Bed-

Nets and deet-free BullsEye Bug 

Repellent. LiteFighter’s flagship 

product is the LiteFighter 1 Shelter 

System, which can be used both on 

the ground as a waterproof tent and 

on a cot as a Bug Proof (Permethrin 

Treated) Bed Net.

Lowe’s Madison
Tenesha Wells

601-605-3660 (office)

601-966-1956 (cell)

tenesha.wells@store.lowes.com

128 Grandview Boulevard

Madison, Mississippi  39110

Military Overview Opportunities

Lowe’s was founded by World War 

II veteran Carl Buchan, and it was 

his leadership, vision, and military 

skills that helped us grow from a 

small hardware store in Wilkesboro, 

NC, to the nation’s second largest 

home improvement retailer and 

FORTUNE® 50 company. The 

military is truly a part of our history 

and an important part of our plan 

for the future. We recognize, honor, 

and respect those who serve in our 

country’s military, and encourage 

veterans, reservists and military 

spouses to join the Lowe’s family. 

That’s why Lowe’s is a Military 

Friendly Employer and why as 

we continue to grow, so does our 

commitment to the military as a 

source of valuable talent.

Military Officers 
Association of 
America (MOAA)
Jess Ramirez

703-838-8177 (office)

571-641-1915 (cell)

703-838-5819 (fax)

jessr@moaa.org

201 N. Washington Street

Alexandria, Virginia  22314

MOAA is the one military association 

that’s with you every step of the 

way, serving your needs, fighting 

for your rights. Whether you’re 

deployed overseas, making the 

transition to a second career or 

grappling with your military benefits, 

MOAA is on your side for life.  Make 

smarter choices, throughout your 

life and career, for you and your 

family.  Join MOAA today! www.

joinmoaa.org

Mississippi Armed 
Forces Museum
Tommy Lofton

601-558-2303

601-415-0731

tommylofton@mafm.us

Building 850

Camp Shelby, Mississippi  39407

Mississippi Community 
Education Center ★ ★
Zach New

601-366-6405 (office)

info@familiesfirstforms.org

225 Lakeward Drive, Suite 200

Jackson, Mississippi  39216

The Mississippi Community 

Education Center (MCEC) is a 

non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization 

designed to provide schools, 

communities, and families with 

educational services and training 

programs on a state-wide 

basis.  MCEC was organized in 

Mississippi in 1974 through the 

National Community Education 

Association (NCEA) and thereby is 

recognized by NCEA as the official 

state coordinator of community 

education in Mississippi. MCEC 

was created to provide the sound 

infrastructure needed to carry 

out the philosophy of life long 

learning. The purpose of MCEC is 

the promotion, improvement, and 

expansion of communities through 

concept development, educational 

processes, and resource referrals. 

MCEC strives to meet the lifelong 

learning needs of families by uniting 

educational and business sectors 

into a collaboration of talents and 

services, thus creating a more 

progressive, healthy community. 

MCEC also provides evaluation 

services for various federal, state 
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and local programs and can be 

instrumental in your organization’s 

program development.

Mississippi’s Toughest 
Kids Foundation
Tanya Mohawk

601-892-1117 (office)

601-842-9862 (cell)

tmohawk@mtkfound.com

P. O. Box 520

1323 E. Georgetown Street

Crystal Springs, Mississippi  39059

Mississippi’s Toughest Kids 

Foundation is building Camp 

Kamassa, Mississippi’s first year-

round fully handicap accessible 

camp facility for children and adults 

with serious illnesses, physical and 

mental challenges, and other special 

needs.

Mississippi State 
University Center for 
America’s Veterans
Eddie Scales

662-831-0527 (cell)

ebs17@msstate.edu 

250 Bailey Howell Drive

Mississippi State, Mississippi  39762

The G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery 

Center for America’s Veterans 

located on the campus of Mississippi 

State University is a National Leader 

in providing comprehensive support 

through a University based Veteran 

Resource Center.

Mississippi VA
Tommy Strickland

601-576-4850

tstrickland@msva.ms.gov

3466 Highway 80 East

Pearl, Mississippi  39208

Mississippi VA is here to support 

our state’s veterans and veteran 

dependents through superior 

service, care and assistance. We 

offer comprehensive information 

about Mississippi Veterans Homes, 

veteran-centered events and how 

to access the benefits Mississippi 

veterans are entitled. We aim to 

make it as easy as possible for all 

Mississippi veterans and dependents 

to access and enjoy the benefits 

entitled to them by the laws of the 

United States and Mississippi.

Mississippi Youth 
Challenge Academy
James Smith

800-507-6253 (office)

601-466-6005 (cell)

jsmith@msyouthchallenge.org

Bldg #80 Halloran Avenue

Camp Shelby, Mississippi  39407

Youth ChalleNGe is a 22 week, 

residential, military style academy 

designed to intervene in and reclaim 

the lives of sixteen to eighteen 

year-old high school dropouts, 

producing graduates with the 

As a member of the Mississippi
National Guard you are a member 
of the half percent of the United 
States population that is willing 
to serve in the greatest military 
in the world.  Display your 
commitment to freedom through 
our distinctive decals, lapel pins, 
pens, golf shirts and other gear.  

Contact our office or visit us at www.ngams.org 
or our social media pages for more information.  

Display your commitment to freedom
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Major General (Retired) Harry Dalton 

started a group in 1973 of retired 

offi cers meeting for breakfast in 

Jackson.  In 1980, Brigadier General 

(Retired) Bud Moore became the 

chairman of the group and provided 

the name, “At Ease Gang” for the 

statewide association of retired 

Army and Air 

National Guard 

offi cers. Charlie 

Morris designed 

the crest for the 

organization. 

At the top and 

bottom of the 

crest, portions 

of magnolia 

leaves are visible, 

representing 

the State of 

Mississippi’s 

state fl ower. A 

scroll near the 

top of the crest 

reads, “RETIRED 

OFFICERS, 

MISSISSIPPI 

NATIONAL 

GUARD.” The 

center of the 

crest has an eagle, symbolic of the 

United States imposed over two 

“DD’s representing the service the 

State provided from 1923 to 1968 

to the 31st Infantry “Dixie” Division 

including service during World War 

II and Korea. Some of the Regiments 

that comprised the “Dixie” Division 

date back to 1798. At the base of the 

crest, three rifl es are stack-arms with 

a scroll with the motto that reads, 

“STACKED BUT LOADED, AT EASE 

BUT READY”. 

Today the At Ease members 

number near 1,000 strong.  The 

next closest State has only a little 

over 300 members.  Our numbers 

a
t
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a
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The retired members of the Mississippi air and army 
national Guard continue to set the standard for 
service after their days in uniform are complete.

stacKeD but LoaDeD, 
at ease but reaDy
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allow our Association to increase 

our delegates by one for every 50 

retirees.  For years this increased 

number has allowed Mississippi a 

great amount of influence at the 

National Guard Association of the 

United States Conference.  

There are seven official chapters 

that meet monthly in the state at 

the following locations: Brookhaven, 

Grenada, Gulf Coast (Biloxi), 

Hattiesburg, Meridian, Northeast 

Mississippi (Tupelo) and Jackson. 

The AT Ease Gang also meets for 

breakfast once a year at the Annual 

National Guard Conference and each 

year as part of Retiree Day at Camp 

Shelby.  

The At Ease Gang is proud of 

their communities, state, and 

country.  They are active as 

individual chapters supporting 

such worthwhile causes as college 

scholarships and birthday wishes at 

the Palmer Children’s Homes.  They 

also collectively support our military 

community as a whole, both those 

actively serving and retired.  

Please visit www.ngams.org 

under the Retirees tab and find 

a chapter near you. Information 

on each chapter can be found 

on their respective drop downs. 

Additional information may also be 

gained by contacting your retiree 

representatives COL James “Jim” 

Jackson (Army Representative) 

and Maj Gen Erik Hearon (Air 

Representative).  As you complete 

your service to our state and 

country we hope you desire to 

continue serving by joining with a 

chapter of the At Ease Gang.
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values, life coping skills, education, 

employment potential and self-

discipline necessary to succeed and 

become productive members of 

their communities and society.

Mobile Technology 
Group
Mike Estojak

877-392-4220

mtg@mtgsigns.com

www.mtgsigns.com

3984 Lower Saucon Road

Hellertown, Pennsylvania  18055

At Mobile Technology Group, 

we specialize in both indoor and 

outdoor LED Displays.  We not only 

rent you a display, but we are also 

here as consultants for your event.  

No project is too large or out of 

the box for our team to tackle.  All 

rental displays are built using the 

highest quality LED components 

built to our specifications.  Before 

our equipment leaves our office, we 

check every display to make sure 

it is working in the highest manner.  

All of our units travel with spare 

parts to repair anything that might 

go wrong in the field.  This way the 

display you are renting is always 

operating to its max ability.  

MSNG Outreach 
Services
1SG William Valentine

601-313-6712

william.p.valentine.mil@mail.mil

1410 Riverside Drive

Jackson, Mississippi  39202

The Mississippi National Guard 

Outreach Services Program is 

dedicated to provide essential 

statewide services and dedicated 

resources to improve the quality of 

life for our Service Members and 

their Families during all phases of 

military service. The designated 

resources of Outreach Services 

enhance the Readiness, Resiliency, 

Retention, and Recruitment of 

Service Members and their Families 

while providing necessary assistance 

in times of need to strengthen the 

partnership among Commands, 

Service Members, Families and 

Communities. 

Outreach Services implements 

the following programs to ensure 

readiness throughout the Mississippi 

National Guard: Family Readiness, 

Family Assistance, Child and 

Youth Services, Strong Bonds, 

Sexual Harassment/ Assault 

Response Program, Resiliency/ 

Risk Reduction/Suicide Prevention, 

Yellow Ribbon Reintegration, 

Employment Outreach, Education 

Services, Casualty Assistance, 

Military Funeral Honors, Transition 

Assistance and Survivor Outreach 

Services.

MulePAC
Rick Segeleon

502-608-8400 (cell)

rick@airgoweb.com

308 Exhange Avenue

St. Matthews, Kentucky  40207

MulePAC is the ultimate solution for 

transporting and storing all classes 

of military supplies, to from and 

within theater all the way to the 

last tactical mile. Made of nearly 

indestructible plastic, MulePAC is 

built to withstand the toughest 

environments. A patented modular 

design makes MulePAC lightweight, 

collapsible and stackable without 

compromising on its incredible 

strength. The only secondary 

container designed specifically for 

the U.S. military, MulePAC saves 

time, money and lives!

Northrop Grumman 
Corporation ★
Mercy Pattawi-Gamlin

224-625-3536

mercy.pattawi-gamlin@ngc.com

600 Hicks Road M/S H6138

Rolling Meadows, Illinois  60008

OshKosh Defense, LLC ★
Yancy Williams

Director of Army Business 

Development

27600 Donald Court

Warren, MI 48092

586-576-8301 (office)

920-216-3297 (cell)

ywilliams@defense.oshkoshcorp.com

Outerlink Global 
Solutions ★ 
Kristen King Holmes

318-698-5810 (office)

318-658-0404 (cell)

kking@metroaviation.com

P. O. Box 7008

Shreveport, Louisiana  71137

Outerlink Global Solutions is focused 

on providing organizations with 

solutions to identify and mitigate 

risks.  IRIS is a turnkey solution for 

maintaining operational control and 

oversight from a single corporate 

operator to fleet operations.  

Combining the four key elements of 

monitoring, alerting, tracking and 

communication, IRIS exceeds any 

system commercially available today.

Phantom Products, 
Inc. ★ ★ ★
Victoria McDermott, Director

888-533-4968 (office)

888-533-5669 (fax)

vmcdermott@phantomlights.com

474 Barnes Blvd

Rockledge, Florida  32955

Phantom Products designs 

and builds life saving, combat 

multiplying lights for the battlefield 

and the home front.  Our covert 

Phantom Warrior® flashlights 

are the official flashlight of army 

aviation, combat medics and special 

ops.  Our Phantom Bellabeam®, 
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AT OSHKOSH DEFENSE,

A TRUCK IS ALWAYS
MORE THAN
JUST A TRUCK

BIGASSFANS.COM   |   866.374.4178

WE’VE GOT THE MIND AND MUSCLE
FOR “MISSION ACCOMPLISHED.”

Successful military operations ___________________ . 

keep service members and materials safe

stay productive and efficient

use resources wisely

maintain unit readiness

use Big Ass Fans for all of the above

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.
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© 2018 Northrop Grumman Corporation

THE VALUE OF
BEING INSPIRED  

BY THE TROOPS  
WE PROTECT.

www.nor thropgrumman.com/per formance

LOGISTICS •

CYBER •

AUTONOMOUS •
SYSTEMS

STRIKE •

C4ISR •

STORAGE ENGINEERS
Stanley Black & Decker Storage Solutions is a global provider of high-density storage solutions that help workforces work 

efficiently and safely. We partner with businesses to design customized storage and workspace systems that maximize 
productivity while saving space. Our trusted brands, LISTA® and Vidmar,® make up the broadest storage portfolio in the 

marketplace and enable us to provide tailored, cost-effective solutions to our customers’ unique storage challenges.

© 2017 LOCKHEED MARTIN CORPORATION        

AT LOCKHEED MARTIN,
WE’RE ENGINEERING A BETTER TOMORROW.
The battle proven UH-60M Black Hawk helicopter continues to expand its multi-role capabilities.
Working with Sikorsky, militaries worldwide are equipping their aircraft with advanced mission systems 
for maritime security, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, combat assault, and search and rescue.
 
Built to survive harsh environments. Easily maintainable and reconfigurable in the field. Supported 
worldwide. UH-60M Black Hawk. The world’s most advanced medium utility helicopter.
 
Learn more at lockheedmartin.com/sikorsky
 

 ONE BLACK HAWK. 

MANY MISSIONS. 
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Phantom AZL™ and our mightflare®  

lights dominate battlefield ground 

marking.  When the military needs 

upgraded vehicle lights, they come 

to Phantom because they know we 

keep ourselves on the cutting edge 

of the latest in optical and heat 

transfer designs.  And for TOCs….

well, we have lights for that too!

If you work at night, we have 

something to make your job easier 

so that you make it home safely 

to your family, and our family 

supports the Mississippi Guard 

Family because we know that the 

National Guard is critical to our 

security.  Thank you for what you 

do and for letting us be a part of it.  

#teamphantom loves #NGAMS! 

Pinnacle Trust ★ ★ ★
Maeve Beard

601-957-0323

601-209-8681

mbeard@pinntrust.com

101 Port Street, Suite 200

Madison, Mississippi  39110

PowerFlare Safety 
Beacons ★ 
Tricia Callahan, MBA

Vice President, Sales

Worldwide Master Distributor of 

PowerFlare Safety Beacons

Office: 434-326-1112

Cell: 703-599-9514

Fax: 434-326-1301  

tricia@pfdci.com

265 Turkeysag Trail, Suite 102, #152, 

Palmyra, Virginia  22963

PowerFlare® Safety Beacons are 

used throughout the Guard—for 

DOMOPS, training, LZs, convoys, 

to name just a few of the many 

uses.  Safety Offices love heavy-

duty PowerFlares, because lives and 

equipment are saved from needless 

accidents for a low cost.  Available 

in many colors (and IR) and in 

replaceable or rechargeable CR123 

versions.

Project Safe Guard 
at University of 
Southern Mississippi
Dr. Michael Anestis

601-266-6742 (office)

safeguardusm@gmail.com

118 College Drive #5025

Hattiesburg, Mississippi  39406

Project Safe Guard is a paid research 

study aiming to find effective ways 

to promote safe, healthy lives 

for Guard members. The study 

consists of confidential surveys 

and interviews, totaling less than 5 

hours across 6 months. Those who 

complete the study will receive 

$200 in Amazon gift cards. The 

study is ongoing, and we are flexible 

with participants’ schedules. If 

you are interested in participating, 

please complete the screener to see 

if you qualify (https://tinyurl.com/

safeguardusm).

PTS, Inc. ★ 
Sheila Cain

256-539-6787 (office)

info@pts-inc.com

www.sales@pts-inc.com

1318-B Putman Drive

Huntsville, Alabama  35816

Perkins Technical Services, Inc. 

manufactures and integrates 

components of the tactical radio 

Expeditionary Kit (E-Kit™) enabling 

Soldiers to quickly establish tactical 

communications in a Command 

Post (CP). Components of the 

E-Kit™ include a radio power supply 

docking station, a portable DC 

power source, an integrated mast/

antenna and a cross-banding 

capability. PTS E-Kit™ provides 

Soldiers operational radios in a CP 

in 15 minutes or less and supports 

currently fielded tactical radios.

Rapiscan Systems, Inc. ★ 
An OSI Systems Company

Jim King

703-732-3915

jking@osi-systems.com

2900 Crystal Drive, Suite 910

Arlington, Virginia  22201

Rapiscan Systems, an OSI Systems 

Company, is a world leader in 

security screening products, 

services and solutions that help 

governments, law enforcement 

and military organizations combat 

crime and terrorism with speed 

and confidence while maximizing 

operational efficiency and meeting 

the most stringent security 

regulations.  Since 1993, we have 

been a proud and trusted partner 

of government agencies and private 

security operations around the 

world.

Revision
Chris Iten

802-879-7002 (office)

sales@revisionmilitary.com

7 Corporate Drive

Essex Junction, Vermont  05452

Revision develops and delivers 

purpose-built protective soldier 

equipment for military use 

worldwide. The company, which 

began with eyewear, has expanded 

to face, head and torso protection 

as well as energy storage and power 

management products, continues to 

develop innovative capabilities for 

integrated, performance-enhancing 

soldier systems.

CONFERENCE
Exhibitors

2019
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Rite in the Rain
Debra Johnson

253-922-5000 (office)

debra@riteintherain.com

2614 Pacific Highway E

Tacoma, Washington  98424

Rite in the Rain All-Weather Writing 

Products defy Mother Nature and 

Father Time. Made in America 

since 1916, our products battle the 

elements to protect your notes.

Our durable paper allows you to 

write through rain, snow, sweat, and 

grime. From the soggy rainforests of 

Washington State to the frigid plains 

of the Arctic, our products are used 

by professionals working in extreme 

conditions around the world.

Our range of durable, weather-

resistant products includes 

notebooks, writing instruments, 

copier paper, index cards, binders, 

planners, covers and more. Across 

our entire range of 400+ products, 

our promise remains consistent: Rite 

in the Rain products will continue to 

function through inclement weather.

If your notes matter, defend them 

with Rite in the Rain.

R-n-R Promotions, Inc.
Cindy Ramirez

703-971-0060 (office)

703-987-3028 (cell)

cindy@rnrpromotions.net

6324 Dunman Way

Alexandria, Virginia  22315

R-n-R Promotions provides 

promotional products, logoed 

apparel, custom challenge coins, 

custom lapel pins, special event 

and trade show needs.  Combining 

personal customer service with a 

world-wide selection of promotional 

products and ideas, I will show you 

how to use imprinted products 

to promote your organization.  

Remember my name, I’ll help them 

remember yours!

Rocky Brand
Marvin St. John

740-753-9100 (office)

740-270-5198 (cell)

marvin.stjohn@rockybrands.com

39 E Canal Street

Nelsonville, Ohio  45764

Rocky provides the military with the 

best and most popular combat and 

training boots. We employ veterans, 

reserve and guard members, in 

addition to supporting the military 

community through various 

organizations

Rocky Research
Therman McKay

256-258-6880 (office)

256-656-2827 (cell)

trey.mckay@rockyresearch.com

www.rockyresearch.com

890 Martin Road SW

Huntsville, Alabama  35824

Rocky Research has a long history 

of solving thermal & power 

management across an incredibly 

broad range of applications. 

Whether the need is for a FOB or 

an emergency base camp Rocky 

Research is in a position to support 

with ECU’s with built in Integrated 

Power Generator, Modular 

Refrigerator ideal for tents & 

shelters, as well as an Containerized 

Ice Making System that produces 

and bags up to 3600 lbs. of ice 

daily for medical, food & emergency 

preparedness. Cool solutions to 

thermal problems.

 

ROG, LLC
Billy Dunn

662-455-1364 (cell)

billydunn@roggear.com

Post Office Box 10088

Greenwood, Mississippi  38930

ROG LLC designs, manufactures 

and sells a broad selection of gloves 

and accessories exclusively for 

military use. Products include fire 

retardant, heat resistant, waterproof 

breathable, extreme cold weather 

and touchscreen capable items.  

www.roggear.com

Sikorsky, A Lockheed 
Martin Company ★ 
Tom Nicolett

703-851-9280 (cell)

tom.v.nicolett@lmco.com

www.sikorsky.com

6900 Main Street

Stratford, Connecticut  06615  

Sikorsky manufactures the world’s 

premier utility helicopter for the 

Army, the UH-60M BLACK HAWK. 

Variants of the BLACK HAWK fly in 

all of the services.  More than 4000 

BLACK HAWKS are in service today, 

keeping our soldiers, sailors and 

airmen and woman safe.  Sikorsky 

is investing in our nation’s Future 

Vertical lift program with our 

X2 class of helicopters, the S-97 

RAIDER™ and the SB>1 DEFIANT™.  

Lockheed Martin and Sikorsky each 

have a deep heritage as aviation 

pioneers. Together, both companies 

share a passion for innovation and 

an unwavering dedication to the 

highest standards of ethics and 

integrity.

Speed Box, LLC ★ ★
Matthew Summers

910-964-7947

summers@speedbox.us

375 Whippoorwill Lane

Ridgeland, Mississippi  39157

Strategic Systems, Inc.
Danny Light

256-301-5400 (office)

256-280-1920 (cell)

groden@strategic-si.com

3434 Central parkway SW

Decatur, Alabama  35603
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the ngams 
schoLarshiP 
Program
The NGAMS Scholarship, proposed by former NGAMS President 
Colonel Tom Crosby, is a competitive scholarship that provides 
$6,000 per year to exceptionally qualified officers in the 
Mississippi National Guard and their dependents. Each year 
the NGAMS Board of Directors approves scholarships to help 
students in both undergraduate and graduate programs obtain 
their initial degrees. 

We are pleased to announce the inaugural class of recipients 
earned a 4.0 during their first semester under the scholarship.  
Look forward to the next class continuing that success.  
Applications and other details may be found at www.ngams.org.in acaDemicsin acaDemics
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ms. Kaitlin thrash
Already a member of Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges, 
Kaitlin Thrash continues her studies seeking a Master of Occupational Therapy at the 
University of Mississippi Medical Center. When she is not studying and working side jobs 
Kaitlin is volunteering at the Jackson Free Clinic and UMMC Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. 
She also built therapy sensory trails for children with disabilities while also supporting the 
Christian Medical and Dental Association.

What is the unique role of the Mississippi National Guard and why is it so important everyone 

knows that role?

“The role of the National Guard in maintaining readiness of its military forces to respond at a moment’s notice 
is a critical component to our national security. Since a majority of members of the Mississippi National Guard 
also hold full-time civilian jobs in their communities, these citizen soldiers are provided with an opportunity 
to advocate for the Guard and its role in society from the workplace. Family members and friends are also a 
signifi cant outlet that should be utilized in educating the general public of the role the National Guard plays 
in society. Social media is yet another growing opportunity that can be exploited for publicizing the value of the 
National Guard to unknowledgeable civilians on a larger scale in addition to traditional advertising mechanisms 
such as television, sponsorship, and public marketing opportunities. Members and civilians alike can advocate by 
spreading the past works, continuous efforts, and future plans of the Guard that aim to serve our communities, 
state, and country.”

ms. Kristi thomas
Ms. Kristi Thomas graduated as a 4.0 student in Nursing from Mississippi College and now 
pursues a Doctor of Nurse Practitioner. She is active in nursing associations on both the 
state and local level while also balancing the activities of her three children. She previously 
served as President of the Charlie Company Family Readiness Group and currently serves as 
President of the 890th Family Readiness Group. 

Can you please describe the role of the national guard in our society and how that role could be best 
communicated to the population that is not in the military? 

“The National Guard has always answered our country’s call in times of need including armed confl ict and natural 
disasters. The value of the National Guard is its direct connection to the community it serves. In Mississippi, 
Hurricane Katrina was one of the most catastrophic disasters to impact our state. It was our Mississippi National 
Guard that answered the call and weathered the conditions to rescue our fellow citizens. Looking through pictures 
of rescue and recovery efforts during that time, it is gripping to see our soldiers carrying children through fl ooded 
waters to safety.  It is the National Guard that continues to be present in our times of need. The National 
Guard fi lls its ranks with the local population including fathers, sons, mothers, and daughters. The citizens of 
the United States have a direct, family type connection to the National Guard and this connection is reciprocal. 
The local population knows the National Guard and the local National Guard unit knows the community.”

2019 ngams2019 ngams



 National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard  |  33 

mr. matt roberson
Matt completed an amazing high school career as Senior Class President, valedictorian, 
Wendy’s High School Heisman State Finalist, Mr. Copiah Academy, Copiah Academy Hall 
of Fame, and “Best All-Around Senior” Award.  However, he continues that success at 
Mississippi State as a chemical engineering major while working for MSU’s Social Science 
Research Center.  Matt is also Community Service Chair for Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity 
and a student mentor for Project Brickfi re Mentoring Program.  

As the dependent of the Army National Guard how has the national guard impacted you and 
what do you want to tell others about serving?

“With my father being deployed in Kuwait, it has opened my eyes to how much the national guard can be 
utilized. They are a modern-day militia. The national guard has helped my family out in more ways than one. 
With my dad moving up to full time, it has really dug my family out of a fi nancial hole. My father is making 
more money and seems so much happier. I have the national guard to thank for that. The national guard serves 
as our last line of defense. That is very important to me. They help to defend our country in more ways than 
one. They have a state mission and a national mission. They respond to disasters and civil unrest. They respond 
to both the Governor’s command and to the President’s command. The national guard is one of the greatest 
examples of how an everyday citizen could help serve our country.”

mr. spencer cole
A student at the University of Mississippi, Spencer Cole seeks an undergraduate degree in Political 
Science.  Spencer is a member of the Rebel football team after serving as team captain during 
his playing days at Hinds Community College.  Former Senior Class President and 4.0 student 
in high school Spencer was equally adept in the classroom in community college and awarded 
the Foundation Scholarship for academic excellence as well as the Community College Transfer 
Scholarship for Academic Excellence.  

Your father is a member of the Mississippi Air National Guard. What perspective has that given you 
about the national guard and what do you want to tell individuals that may not have that experience?

“I know some of the stories of people who work with my Dad, and they are amazing stories of triumph over 
hardship, and they should be told. He works with doctors, lawyers, engineers, judges, orphans and single parents. 
These people are incredible and there is no time in U.S. history, more than now, that we need heroes and role 
models to look up to. Finally, and probably most important, community service. Get out and be seen giving back to 
the community, investing in the young, elderly and special needs populations. I remember growing up going to Sky 
Parade, watching military demonstrations, looking at military equipment on display and watching military personnel 
doing their jobs in front of thousands of civilian visitors from around the state. Those were moments of pride for me 
as a military dependent. The National Guard is a national treasure and it should be viewed as such, but to get 
the exposure it deserves will take a deliberate plan and decisive action. I also believe we all have a responsibility. 
National Guard members and families to expose our friends, coworkers and classmates to our way of life.”

schoLarshiP winnersschoLarshiP winners



34  |  National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard

1 4 1 S T 

N G A U S 

C O N F E R E N C E

A U G  .  3 0  -  S E P .  2 ,  2 0 1 9

D E N V E R

C O L O R A D O



 National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard  |  35

D E N V E R 

M A D E  F O R 

S U M M E R

S E E  I F  Y O U  C A N 

F I T  E V E R Y T H I N G 

I N T O  O N E  W E E K E N D



36  |  National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard

Rapiscan Systems - the Leading Provider of 
Security Screening Solutions

Security. Performance. Value. When it comes to your security needs, 
Rapiscan Systems understands the environment in which you operate 
— and knows how to protect it.

With the broadest range of products for aviation security, border 
protection, perimeter security and personnel screening, we provide 
comprehensive, fully-integrated security solutions.

And with over 15 years experience, global expertise and a world class 
service and support network, we have the proven capability to meet 
your most demanding requirements – on time and on budget.

To learn more or to schedule a demonstration, contact us at  
+44 (0) 870-7774301 (EMEA), +1 310-978-1457 (Americas), or  
+65 6846 3511 (AsiaPac).

sales@rapiscansystems.com • www.rapiscansystems.com ONE COMPANY – TOTAL SECURITY

Big Boots to Fill.

We can never repay the service of our 
military men and women, but we are 

proud to salute and support 
these brave soldiers.

General Construction | Construction Management | 
Program Management | Design-Build

SSI is a U.S. owned and operated 

small business located in Decatur, 

Alabame  recognized as an 

innovator in design, manufacturing 

techniques, installation, maintenance 

and support of modern target 

systems from simple target ranges 

to full MOUT site operations.

Trustmark 
Corporation ★ ★ ★
Hank Waterer

601-944-2319

hwaterer@trustmark.com

1200 N. State Street, Suite 140

Jackson, Mississippi  39202

Trustmark’s history of meeting its 

customer’ financial needs extends 

back to 1889.  Through the years, 

Trustmark has broadened its 

customer base by expanding the 

markets it serves as well as the 

products and services it provides.  

After building a statewide banking 

system in Mississippi, Trustmark 

entered the insurance industry 

in 1999.  In 2001, Trustmark 

expanded into the Tennessee 

market and then entered the 

Florida and Texas markets in 2003 

and 2004, respectively.  In 2013, 

Trustmark expanded its footprint 

to include the Alabama market.  

Trustmark Corporation, with 

approximately $13 billion in assets, 

is a diversified financial services 

company.  We provide banking, 

wealth management and insurance 

solutions through our subsidiaries 

including Trustmark National Bank, 

TRMK Risk Management, Inc., 

Trustmark Investment Advisors, 

Inc., and Fisher Brown Bottrell 

Insurance, Inc.  With locations 

in Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 

Tennessee and Texas, we have over 

2,800 associates working to achieve 

outstanding customer satisfaction 

by understanding our customers’ 

businesses and needs and providing 

appropriate financial solution.  We 

believe building strong customer 

relationships is the result of knowing 

our customers.  We realize the 

inherent trust you place in your 

financial institution, and we look 

forward to the opportunity to prove 

to you the value behind our name.  

Trustmark is “People you Trust.  

Advice that Works.”

United Sources 
Sought, Inc.
Michael Clark

239-351-0931 (office)

253-310-8462 (cell)

mclark@usskits.com

25150 Bernwood Dive

Bonita Springs, Mississippi  34135

Military Multi-Purpose Kit (MMPK) 

system is designed to provide Multi-

Purpose, State of the Art Readiness 

Capability with a full six (6) 

month sustainment configuration 

for all members of the military 

executing their missions across any 

environment around the world. The 

MMPK keeps any article contained 

in the MMPK case from dust and 
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intense heat of dessert conditions 

to the hot, humid and mold 

conditions of tropical environments 

uncontaminated, safe, dry or wet, in 

a double sealed case with full break-

away ability when attached to any 

item.  MMPK is the only complete 

system with sustainment of its’ 

kind able to provide a complete 

watertight and waterproof, Puncture 

Resistant TPU Material case which is 

double sealed for safety. The MMPK 

case can withstand temperatures in 

excess of 120 degrees (F) and below 

-45 degrees (F) is UV resistant and 

Strength Break tested. Additionally, 

the MMPK has been tested in 

accordance with NATICK standards 

exceeding 5 years use and is 

pressure proof to 47 thousand feet 

above and ten feet below water.

United Sources Sought’s Military 

Multi-Purpose Kit (MMPK) system is 

designed to provide Multi-Purpose, 

State of the Art Readiness Capability 

with a full six (6) month sustainment 

configuration for all members of 

the military executing their missions 

across any environment around 

the world.  The MMPK keeps any 

article contained in the MMPK 

case from dust and intense heat of 

dessert conditions to the hot, humid 

and mold conditions of tropical 

environments uncontaminated, safe, 

dry or wet, in a double sealed case 

with full break-away ability when 

attached to any item.

USAA
Craig Howell

228-238-4344 (cell)

russell.howell@usaa.com

9800 Fredericksburg Road

San Antonio, Texas  78288

We Know What It Means to Serve! 

USAA is proud to serve NGAMS. We 

understand the unique needs of our 

military members and their families, 

so we offer valuable financial 

resources and benefits that can 

last a lifetime. We have earned our 

members’ trust by providing years 

of award-winning service through 

a comprehensive suite of financial 

products, tools and advice. When 

you join USAA, you become part of 

an extended, military-based family 

that can be passed down from 

generation to generation.

Vertex Aerospace
Brock Gaston

601-607-6385 (office)

robert.gaston@vtxaero.com 

555 Industrial Drive S

Madison, Mississippi  391110

Vertex Aerospace is a global 

defense company, headquartered 

in Madison, Mississippi, that offers 

a one-stop-shop solution for 

aftermarket aerospace services 

for fixed and rotary wing aircraft. 

We have over 4,200 employees 

at our 65 U.S. and 35 international 

locations and proudly employ over 

1,900 veterans. Our Company offers 

a wide variety of worldwide, mission 

critical services for both commercial 

and government customers.

Veterans’ Home 
Purchase Board	

Lonnie Carlton

601-576-4800 (office)

601-624-9530 (cell)

lcarlton@vhpb.state.ms.us

P. O. Box 54411

Pearl, Mississippi  39288

The Walker Associates ★ 
601-583-2127 (office)

2203 Hardy Street, P. O. Box 16496

Hattiesburg, Mississippi  39401

The Walker Associates, Engineers-

Planners-Designers, PLLC is a 

consulting engineering firm founded 

in 1985 and based in Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi.  The firm is a full 

services civil engineering and design 

firm consisting of highly skilled 

professionals.  We have expertise 

in the areas of site planning, layout 

and design, sewer and water design 

and treatment, storm drainage 

analysis, highway engineering, soils 

engineering, traffic engineering 

and transportation planning, land 

surveying, construction surveying, 

computer modeling, planning and 

mapping.

Winchester ★ ★ ★
Rich Joyce

662-513-2002 (cell)

rjjoyce@olin.com

411 County Road 101

Oxford, Mississippi  38655
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the G.v. “sonny” Montgomery foundation
Established more than a decade ago through the foresight of its benefactor, then Congressman G.V. “Sonny” 

Montgomery. His intention was to provide a vehicle to which the bulk of his estate would be left and be used, 

after his death, to support and encourage his greatest interests during his life.

The Foundation strives to carry his legacy forward as it recognizes civilian and military leaders who have 

excelled and made signifi cant contributions to excellence in his or her fi eld, encourages leadership development, 

education, excellence in scholarship and support of various military and veteran projects and needs.

www.sonnymontgomery.org
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G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery 
Foundation Award 
Captain Jeremiah Malmberg

The National Guard Association of Mississippi is pleased to 

announce Captain Jeremiah Malmberg has earned the G.V. 

“Sonny” Montgomery Foundation Leadership Award.  

Captain Malmberg currently serves as Administrative Officer 

for the 2-185th Aviation Regiment. He also volunteered to 

work in the Exercise Control Group J3 for Southern Strike 2019 

coordinating all rotary and fixed wing operations in a complex 

environment. 

Captain Malmberg is the embodiment of the qualities and 

character that the G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery Leadership 

Foundation Leadership Award seeks to recognize.  No matter 

the assignment or position, Captain Malmberg has withstood 

the tests that separate the good from the great.  Read his full 

biography, to include his incredible list of accomplishments and 

awards, on our homepage www.ngams.org.
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winDham & Lacey, cPa ★ 
Tom Windham

601-939-8676 (offi ce)

2708 Old Brandon Road

Pearl, Mississippi  39208

With four offi ces in Mississippi, 

Windham & Lacey is your 

trusted fi nancial partner offering; 

accounting, governmental auditing 

and tax and small business 

consulting services.  Choose us for 

experienced and affordable service 

from accountants that care about 

you. 

xgo ★ 
Mackenzie Huston

859-492-2675 (cell)

mackenzie.huston@proxgo.com

Post Offi ce Box 2716

Southern Pines, North Carolina  

28388

XGO is a tactical high-performance 

base layer & apparel manufacturer 

located in central North Carolina 

(just a few miles west of Fort 

Bragg). We specialize in light, mid 

and heavyweight base layers, all 

moisture wicking and antimicrobial, 

with the option of fl ame retardant 

for many. We use a ‘vertical’ 

model of manufacturing that is 

in full compliance with the Berry 

Amendment, which means that 

every aspect of the process is 

carried out in our localized facilities 

right here in the USA!

w. g. yates anD 
sons construction 
comPany ★
Mike Farrar

601-351-2092 (offi ce)

601-896-1841 (cell)

Mike.farrar@wgyates.com

Tara Kerr, Executive Assistant to 

Mike Farrar

601-351-2092 (offi ce)

601-502-4440 (cell)

tara.kerr@wgyates.com

Ranked among the top construction 

services providers in the country 

by Engineering News Record, Yates 

Construction is family owned and 

proves a wide range of commercial 

and industrial construction and 

building services.  For more than 

50 years, clients have trusted Yates 

Construction to deliver high quality 

projects on time, within budget and 

to their satisfaction while staying 

true to its core values of safety, 

integrity, passion and commitment.

www.mscec.org | www.families�rstforms.org
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For veterans who received an honorable or general 

discharge, there are 4 major benefit programs:  

1)  Compensations Programs

Disability Compensation 

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) 

Special Monthly Compensation (SMC)  

Can I get disability compensation from VA?

You may be able to get disability compensation if you 

have a current illness or injury (known as a condition) 

that affects your body or mind and you meet at least 

one of the requirements listed below.

Both of these must be true. You:

Served on active duty, active duty for training, or 

inactive duty training, and Have a disability rating for 

your service-connected condition

And at least one of these must be true. You:

Got sick or injured while serving in the military—and 

can link this condition to your illness or injury (called an 

in-service disability claim), or 

Had an illness or injury before you joined the military—

and serving made it worse (called a preservice disability 

claim), or 

Have a disability related to your active-duty service that 

didn’t appear until after you ended your service (called 

a post-service disability claim)

Note: If you have a service-related disability, you MUST 

file for that disability no later than ONE (1) year from 

your discharge date
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2) Veteran’s Pension Programs

What are the types of veteran’s pensions available?

Veterans Pension:

Tax-free monetary benefit payable to low-income 

wartime Veterans

Veteran survivor’s pension

Tax-free monetary benefit payable to a low-income, un-

remarried surviving spouse and/or unmarried child(ren) 

of a deceased Veteran with wartime service

Do I qualify for a veteran’s pension?

To qualify for a veteran’s pension, you must Age 65 

or older with limited or no income, OR Totally and 

permanently disabled, OR A patient in a nursing 

home receiving skilled nursing care, OR Receiving 

Social Security Disability Insurance, OR Receiving 

Supplemental Security Income.

3)  Free or low-cost medical care through VA hospitals 

and medical facility     

Can I get VA health care benefits?

You may be eligible to receive VA health care benefits 

if you served in the active military, naval, or air service 

and didn’t receive a dishonorable discharge.

If you enlisted after September 7, 1980, or entered 

active duty after October 16, 1981, you must have 

served 24 continuous months or the full period for 

which you were called to active duty, unless any of the 

descriptions below are true for you.

This minimum duty requirement may not apply if any 

of these are true. You:

Were discharged for a disability that was caused—or 

made worse—by your active-duty service, or 

Were discharged for a hardship or “early out,” or 

Served prior to September 7, 1980

If you’re a current or former member of the Reserves 

or National Guard, you must have been called to 

active duty by a federal order and completed the full 

period for which you were called or ordered to active 

duty. If you had or have active-duty status for training 

purposes only, you don’t qualify for VA health care.

4)  Educational Programs  

What are the different types of G.I Bill programs 

offered?

Chapter 33 - The Post-9/11 GI Bill offers higher 

education and training benefits to Veterans, 

Servicemembers, and their families who served after 

Sept. 10, 2001.

Chapter 30 - The Montgomery GI Bill assists active duty 

and Reservists with the pursuit of higher education 

degrees, certificates, and other education and training.

	 o	 Montgomery GI Bill Active Duty (MGIB-AD) For 

active duty members who enroll and pay $100 

per month for 12 months and are then entitled to 

receive a monthly education benefit once they 

have completed a minimum service obligation. 

	 o	 Montgomery GI Bill Selected Reserve (MGIB-SR) 

For Reservists with a six-year obligation in the 

Selected Reserve who are actively drilling.

Additional ‘Good to Know’ Information for Veterans

1)  I have a service-connected disability. Are there 

special programs for me?

Chapter 31 Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment - 

THIS IS A RETURN TO WORK PROGRAM:

A veteran may be eligible for vocational rehab benefits 

if he or she: Received or will receive, a discharge 

under other than honorable conditions; Is in need of 

vocational rehabilitation because his or her disability 

creates an employment handicap.

2)  How do I find out if I qualify for veterans’ 

preference when applying for jobs?

Veterans’ preference is available to certain categories 

of veterans when applying for jobs with the federal 

government. Eligibility requirements and other 

regulations dealing with veterans’ preference are 

regulated by the Office of Personnel Management. 

States may also have their own veterans’ preference 

regulations for state government jobs. If you believe 

your veterans’ preference rights have been violated, 

contact your local VETS office.

3)  What is the law that applies to the job rights for 

National Guard and reserve members being called up 

for active duty?

The Uniformed Services Employment and 

Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA). USERRA can be 

found at Title 38, U.S. Code, Section 4301 to 4335.

4)  Can you tell me about VA Home Loans?

	 •	 VA Home Loans are provided by private lenders, 

such as banks and mortgage companies. The VA 

guarantees a portion of the loan, enabling the 

lender to provide you with more favorable terms.

	 •	 Your length of service or service commitment, 

duty status and character of service determine 

your eligibility for specific home loan benefits.

	 •	 For eligibility requirements please visit: https://

www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/

	

5)  Veterans Crisis Hotline/Suicide Prevention

The Veterans Crisis Line connects Veterans in crisis 

and their families and friends with qualified, caring 

Department of Veterans Affairs responders through 
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www.pts-inc.com

EXPEDITIONARY TACTICAL 
COMMS SOLUTIONS

PTS E-Kit™ offers the solution for expeditionary 
tactical comms. The E-Kit™ is rapidly deployable 
and enables the user to establish worldwide 
comms in 20 minutes or less. PTS radio mounts 
facilitate the installation of tactical radios in fi xed 
and semi-fi xed environments.

BECAUSE 
YOU LAY 
YOUR LIVES 
ON THE 
LINE EACH 
AND 
EVERY DAY...
We Salute You.

Trustmark appreciates the sacrifices 
our troops make each day.

Member FDIC trustmark.com

Galls is proud to be one
of the first commercial entities 
to offer official OCP uniforms 
and accessories.

For more information contact:
Tiffany Coombs | MS National Guard Account Rep
859-800-1262 | coombs-tiffany@galls.com
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a confi dential toll-free hotline, online chat, or text. 

Veterans and their loved ones can call 1-800-273-8255 

and Press 1, chat online, or send a text message to 

838255 to receive confi dential support 24 hrs. a day, 7 

days a week, 365 days a year.

end of enlistment “To Do” list for veterans

 1) Attend a Transition Assistance Program (TAP) 

class before your enlistment ends.

 2) Get a copy of your health service record before 

you are discharged.  

 3) Register/sign-up for VA Health Care if you are 

determined to be eligible.

 4) Register your DD-214 with the local county 

courthouse.  Most counties provide this service 

free of charge for veterans.  This provides a 

certifi ed copy in the event you lose your copy.  

Some veterans are concerned if they register 

their DD-214, then it becomes public record and 

can be accessed by anyone. Some courthouses 

now require that a person trying to access a 

DD-214 prove that he or she is either the person 

named therein or that he or she has this person’s 

permission.  PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR 

LOCAL COURTHOUSE SECURITY PROCEDURES 

REGARDING PUBLIC ACCESS TO PRIOR TO 

REGISTERING YOUR DD-214.

On a fi nal note, I strongly encourage all Service 

members to view the web link below.  It has a wealth 

of information regarding a wide range of benefi ts 

for veterans and expands on the information in this 

publication: 

https://www.va.gov/opa/persona/index.asp

You may also visit our homepage at www.msva.

ms.gov.  We work hand in hand with the National Guard 

Association of Mississippi and the Mississippi National 

Guard to assist the men, women and families that so 

bravely sacrifi ce so that we may enjoy the freedoms our 

great state and country provide.     
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Biloxi, Mississippi
May 15-17, 2020

Reserve your booth now!

INCREDIBLE EXHIBITOR VALUE
All exhibitor spaces cost only $400.00 and include:

★ Draped table, chair(s) along with draped backdrop and side rails
★ Power upon request
★ Inclusion in the NGAMS Directory
★ Breakfast and Box Lunch on Saturday
★ Refreshments
★ Invitation to the Friday Night Social

NGAMS doesn’t take your registration and simply assign you a booth.  

PRE-EVENT PROMOTION
With thousands of followers on social media, NGAMS will be targeting your 

audience with specific details of the event.

ON-SITE COORDINATION
We fully integrate you into the conference.  From the sporting events to the 
Friday Night Social to the business session to the Saturday Night Units Dinner 
we promote maximum engagement with our members.

POST-EVENT ADVERTISING
We publish an exhibitor directory that is given to all attendees so that your 

contact information is in the hands of decision makers throughout the year.          

2020 State 
ConferenceThe

NGAMS
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Become a Patriot Partner to maximize your exposure all year 
and get even more value for your money.  

 Listed below are the conference benefits for each level. 

PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORS ($2,500)
★ Two full conference registrations to include booth space
★ Sporting events covered
★ Recognition at conference events and listing as a Patriot Partner
★ Presentation of a Partnership Plaque

★ Scrolling Link to company website on NGAMS Sponsor page

DIAMOND LEVEL SPONSORS ($5,000)
All the benefits above plus:

★ Preferred booth space
★ One room for two nights at the conference
★ Private dinner at conference with the Adjutant General and senior

leaders

★ Scrolling link to company website on NGAMS home page

PATRIOT LEVEL SPONSORS ($7,500)
All the benefits above plus:

★ Two rooms for two nights at the conference
★ Premium booth space at the conference
★ Linked feature on the NGAMS homepage and all NGAMS social media

pages
★ Company name inscribed on a plaque displayed at the entrance to

the NGAMS office
★ Logo featured on special publications

Plus more benefits outlined in the Patriot Partnership Program page on our 
website, www.ngams.org under the quote Support NGAMS” tab. 

Contact us for more information.

PATRIOT PARTNERS
PO Box 627  |  Jackson, MS 39205 					                     601.354.7555  |  www.ngams.org
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Through the efforts of the Legislative Committee, the 

members of the NGAMS, the Director of Legislative 

Affairs and Economic Development for the Adjutant 

General and our leadership in the Mississippi 

Legislature we had our most successful legislative 

session to date.  The following proposals have passed 

and been signed into law.  We thank all those involved 

for their tireless efforts and their concerns for the 

well-being of our men and women in uniform and are 

happy to report the following successes. 

HB 1117 - Amends MS Code Ann § 43-21-353, to 

provide that in cases of reports of child abuse or 

neglect to the Department of Child Protection 

Services, the department shall notify the applicable 

military family advocacy program that there is an 

allegation of abuse or neglect that relates to that child.

Why this matters to us:  This allows our Mississippi 

Military Department to work with our child protective 

services and local government to better protect our 

military families.

HB 1468 - Amends MS Code Ann § 19-5-99, to revise 

the entities to which economic development districts 

may transfer industrial sites within industrial parks to 

include the Mississippi Military Department and the 

Mississippi National Guard.

Why this matters to us:  This is an incredibly 

important revision as it allows counties to sell, lease 

or otherwise dispose of property in Economic 

Development Districts for building of Readiness 

Centers.  This allows our Readiness Centers to 

be situated in areas that can better serve our 

communities in times of disaster and help in 

recruitment due to increased visibility.  Readiness 

Centers will be on main transportation corridors and 

in areas containing very good infrastructure.

HB 751 - Amends MS Code Ann § 63-1-203, to revise 

the commercial driver’s license act to exclude from the 

definition of “commercial motor vehicle” any military 

and commercial equipment owned or operated by 

the Mississippi Military Department and operated by 

employees of the Mississippi Military Department.

Why this matters to us:  We have pieces of equipment 

located in various parts of our state that require a 

commercial driver’s license to operate off a military 

installation such as Camp Shelby.  However, our 

personnel are otherwise qualified to safely operate the 

equipment with our current training.  This alleviates 

the expense and requirement of the commercial 

driver’s license.  

SB2049 - Amends MS Code Ann § 37-103-19, to 

provide that the spouse or child of an active duty 

member of the United States Armed Forces stationed 

in Mississippi shall be deemed an in-state resident for 

purposes of determining tuition at state institutions 

of higher learning and community colleges; to 

provide that such spouse or child may continue to 

be designated as an in-state resident if he or she 

maintains continuous enrollment in good standing.

Why this matters to us:  We have experienced issues 

with Service members living technically outside of the 

state (for example in Memphis or Mobile) or who have 

recently moved to Mississippi having to pay out of 

state tuition for their dependents.  This change relieves 

that problem. 

SB 2050 - Requires school districts to accept an 

application for enrollment and course registration 

by electronic means for any pupil whose parent is 

transferred, or is pending transfer, within the state 

while on active military duty pursuant to an official 

military order.

Why this matters to us:  This is especially important 

for AGR Service members who move to different 

locations within Mississippi as it easies the burden on 

the families to relocate during odd times of the year.  

SB 2053 - Requires the board of trustees of state 

Institutions of Higher Learning and the Mississippi 

Community College Board to adopt policies requiring 

the award of educational credits for courses that are 

part of a student’s military training or service.

Why this matters to us:  This law assists Service 

members in obtaining academic credit for degrees 

without having to repeat requirements completed 

while with the military.

SB 2452 - Amends MS Code Ann § 73-50-1, to provide 

that an occupational licensing board issuing a license, 

2019 State Legislative 
Successes

Update on
MississippiUpdate on
Mississippi
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certifi cation or registration to a military spouse shall 

approve or deny the application within a certain 

amount of time if the spouse’s orders are in Mississippi 

for 36 months or less.

Why this matters to us:  This creates a deadline for 

occupational license boards to process occupational 

licenses for the Service members and spouses.

sb 2679 - Amends MS Code Ann § 33-13-31, to 

increase certain fi nes provided for a commanding 

offi cer’s nonjudicial punishment under the Mississippi 

Code of Military Justice.

Why this matters to us:  This gives commanders 

a better deterrent for discipline of units and puts 

Mississippi in line with UCMJ.

sb 2680 - Amends MS Code Ann § 33-13-159, to 

clarify that the decision to grant a trial before a 

summary courts-martial is reserved to the special or 

general court-martial convening authority, respectively.

Why this matters to us:  The current system mandates 

approval authority on the Adjutant General level for 

a determination of court martial.  The new revision 

allows for lower level commanders to make the 

determination allowing more local disposition of cases.   

The Mississippi Military Department was provided an 

increase in funding to include funding for the Youth 

Challenge Program and Armed Forces Museum at 

Camp Shelby.  The Mississippi Military is one of very 

few state agencies that did not take a cut in their 

funding and one of even fewer to receive an increase.

Finally, the Mississippi Military Department was 

able to gain $2,000,000 in bond money to planning, 

construction, repair, renovation, replacement, 

furnishing and equipping readiness centers around 

Mississippi.  These matching funds will be combined 

with the federal funding provided by the efforts of our 

federal delegation.

To educate our elected offi cials in our service and 

needs, the Mississippi National Guard Legislative 

Committee had a well-attended luncheon during the 

2019 Legislative Session to include 42 senators and 

122 representatives present along with Lieutenant 

Governor Tate Reeves, Treasurer Lynn Fitch, 

Agriculture Commissioner Andy Gipson, and Speaker 

of the House Philip Gunn.

The NGAMS Legislative Committee will continue 

to educate our elected offi cials on the mission and 

importance of the Mississippi National Guard and 

support legislation that benefi ts our members.

UPDaTe on
MississiPPi

2019 stAte leGislAtive 
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Page 1
The 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team is the fi rst Army unit to ship equipment using the Port of Gulfport. The 155 uses 
the port to send their equipment to the Middle East in preparation of their upcoming deployment. (U.S. Army National 
Guard photo by Sgt. Brittany Johnson)

Pages 2 and 3
SGT. Ryan Marsh, an infantryman assigned to Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 137th Infantry Regiment, 155th 
Armored Brigade Combat Team, performs dry fi re drills prior to an aerial sniper exercise at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, Jan. 
29, 2019. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Jovi Prevot)

Pages 16 and 17
Maj. Gen. Janson D. Boyles, the adjutant general of Mississippi, and Brig. Gen. Trent Kelly, land component commander, 
Mississippi National Guard, greet Soldiers from the 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team at the 172d Airlift Wing in 
Flowood, April 6, 2019. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Victoria Miller)

Page 42
SPC. Matthew Jenkins is welcomed home by his father, Darryl Jenkins; mother, Sandra Jenkins; and sister, Darrilyn Jenkins, 
at the 172d Airlift Wing in Flowood, Miss., April 6, 2019. Jenkins was deployed to Kuwait with the 1st Squadron, 98th 
Calvary Regiment, 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team in support of Operation Spartan Shield. (U.S. Army National 
Guard photo by Sgt. Edward Lee)



WE’RE WITH YOU ON 
YOUR FINANCIAL JOURNEY.

PINNACLE TRUST 
IS HERE FOR YOU WITH 
YOUR BEST INTERESTS IN MIND.

Even small financial decisions can have a big impact on your future. Count on the experts 
at Pinnacle Trust to provide you with a unique mix of sound financial guidance & services 
that you can use to reach new heights—now and throughout your family’s future.

Learn more about us today at pinntrust.com 
or call us at 601.957.0323.
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