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AFBA is proud to support 
NGAMS and its members.

Member death benefits provided by AFBA are underwritten by 5Star Life Insurance Company (a Lincoln, NE company) with an administrative office at 909 N. Washington Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314. This member benefit is offered only to its National Guard Association members in the state of Mississippi.
Policy forms: LT050197(REV); GNGPOLICY-MS-R413; GNG-060103
NGAMS Standard MagR0321                    3/21

                        

Group Term life insurance coverage is available with no combat or terrorism 
exclusions through the State Sponsored Life Insurance (SSLI) program,
underwritten  by 5Star Life Insurance Company.  

U.S. Army Photo by Master Sgt. Paul Dennis.

Contact the National Guard Association of Mississippi at www.NGAMS.org 
or (601) 354-7555 to learn more.
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The cover of this year’s Standard is a small sample of two things: the amazing 

ability and versatility of our Service members as well as their incredible 

sacrifice. This generation of Service member no longer serves one weekend a 

month and two weeks in the summer.  Previously a “summer camp” in Germany 

or Korea was a once in a career trip.  Now members of the Mississippi National 

Guard routinely deploy overseas and called to serve within the state and nation 

multiple times. Further, there is no sign of it slowing.  More than ever you need 

a source for the connecting the members of the Mississippi National Guard to 

the resources that allow them to be the bridge between the military and the 

civilian sectors. The National Guard Association of Mississippi is that source.

This year the National Guard Association of Mississippi continues to add more 

online resources at www.ngams.org.  Let the NGAMS Standard be your guide 

to our online services and additional resource for information on both our 

programs as well as the companies that provide you the ability to better serve 

our state and nation.  We are very excited to provide these services to you and 

look forward to continuing to set the Standard.
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The best wealth management strategies 
never lose sight of your reason for saving.
Everyone wants to leave their mark in their own special way. That’s why 
our Tailored Wealth advisors work with you personally, drawing on a  
full-range of financial planning and investment options to help you 
pursue your goals.

To learn more, call 601.208.2952 or visit trustmark.com/tailoredwealth.

Tailored Wealth products are: 
Not FDIC Insured | Not Bank Guaranteed | Subject to Loss in Value 
Not Bank Deposits | Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

COL Allen McDaniel
amcdaniel@ngams.org 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Cris Crisler
ccrisler@ngams.org

FINANCE MANAGER

Ms. Terrie Price
tprice@ngams.org

INSURANCE MANAGER

Ms. Tammy Graves
tgraves@ngams.org   

MEMBERSHIP AND  
CONFERENCE MANAGER

MSG (Ret.) Greg Taylor
gtaylor@ngams.org

THE NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION 
OF MISSISSIPPI

OFFICE NUMBER:
601-354-7555

FAX NUMBER:
601-353-1207

MAILING ADDRESS:
P. O. BOX 627 

Jackson, MS 39205

STREET AND SHIPPING ADDRESS:
War Memorial Building 
120 North State Street 
Jackson, MS 39201

SOCIAL MEDIA:
For the most up to date information please follow us on these social media sites:
Facebook/National Guard Association of Mississippi
Twitter @TNGAMS
Instagram @nationalguardassociationofms 

WEB SITE:
www.ngams.org

The best wealth management strategies 
never lose sight of your reason for saving.
Everyone wants to leave their mark in their own special way. That’s why 
our Tailored Wealth advisors work with you personally, drawing on a  
full-range of financial planning and investment options to help you 
pursue your goals.

To learn more, call 601.208.2952 or visit trustmark.com/tailoredwealth.

Tailored Wealth products are: 
Not FDIC Insured | Not Bank Guaranteed | Subject to Loss in Value 
Not Bank Deposits | Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency 

Pictured above is the War Memorial Building 
120 North State Street, Jackson, MS 39205
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NEVER PAY STATE OR 
NATIONAL DUES AGAIN!  

NGAMS IS OFFERING NEW LIFE MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS.
Currently a life membership for NGAUS costs $1,000 and you still have to pay your yearly 
membership to NGAMS.  Further you then have to pay a one time retired membership.      

However, during the first year after you commission we are offering a special $750 life 
membership that covers both the National Guard Association of the United States (NGAUS) 
and the National Guard Association of Mississippi (NGAMS)…for the rest of your active and 
retired life!!!!!

As an active life member, you will always count as a delegate, even after retirement.  Normally 
it takes 50 retired members of the association count as equal to one active delegate.  Having 
more delegates strengthens the ability of your NGAMS to protect you, your fellow Service 
members and your respective families.  Have your voice heard and your vote count one for one 
even after you retire.

Further, members also enjoy a variety of benefits that include everything from insurance and 
other life enhancing programs to various discounts and privileges with a variety of business 
partners.  Visit the following link below for more details:  

http://www.ngaus.org/ngaus-membership-makes-guard-stronger/member-benefits   

The options for paying the Life Membership fit all budgets!  

• One payment of $750.00

• Two payments of $375.00.  

• Four payments of $187.50.

• Eight payments of $93.75.

• Twelve payments of $62.50.

It gets better!  We will even give you credit for the amount you have already paid for 2021 dues!  
The online form will automatically subtract from your total before making your payment(s) 
or use the chart on the membership form to see how much you can subtract from your total 
before making your payment(s).

Here is how you can do it…

Call us at 601-354-7555

Visit us at 120 North State Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201

Click on our website and join online at www.ngams.org 

Mail us a completed form with check to: 

National Guard Association of Mississippi
PO Box 627
Jackson, MS 39205

Never worry about dues again! Join now!

THE

NGAMS
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ADS, INC. 
Russell Thompson

757-416-6357

rthompson@adsinc.com 

621 Lynnhaven Pkwy

Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452

ADS, Inc. is a defense contractor 

that provides equipment, 

procurement, logistics, and supply 

chain solutions. By collaborating 

with the best suppliers in the 

industry, we can offer our customers 

high-quality products, shorter lead 

times, lower costs, and increased 

capability. 

 

With nearly two decades of 

successfully executing on federally 

funded programs and contracts, we 

offer access to the broadest array of 

procurement and contract options, 

as well as world-class expertise and 

support to assist you. Bring us your 

mission. We will take care of the 

rest.

AFBA/5 STAR LIFE 
INSURANCE ***
1SG (Ret) Marvin Wells, Insurance 

Sales Representative 

Tammy Graves, Insurance Manager

601-354-7555

mwells@ngams.org

tgraves@ngams.org

www.ngams.org

P. O. Box 627

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

The Armed Forces Benefit 

Association (AFBA) is a not-for-

profit association established in 

1947 to promote the general welfare 

and economic interests of military 

families during war and peace.  

Over time, we have expanded 

membership eligibility to also serve 

federal government employees 

and contractors, as well as first 

responders – law enforcement, 

firefighters, and emergency medical 

personnel.  Today, we serve more 

than 600,000 members protected 

by over $39B of survivor benefits.  

More than $1.9B of survivor benefits 

have been paid to the families of 

AFBA members since our founding.  

Survivor benefits are funded by 

life insurance underwritten by 

AFBA affiliate, 5Star Life Insurance 

Company, a Nebraska company. 

AFBA - Always Ready, Always There 

for the National Guard.

AIRBUS ***
Earl Walker

662-699-9240 (cell)

earl.walker@eurocopterusa.com

1782 Airport Road

Columbus, Mississippi  39701

Airbus US is a division of Airbus, 

a global leader in aeronautics, 

space and related services.  Airbus’ 

mission is to provide the most 

efficient civil and military helicopter 

solutions to its customers who 

serve, protect, save lives and 

safely carry passengers in highly 

demanding environments.

AM GENERAL **
Douglas Burnett

904-703-5058

dburnett@bellsouth.net

291 Sophia Terrace

St. Augustine, Florida  32095

AM General designs, engineers, 

manufactures, and supports 

tactical vehicles for military 

customers having produced more 

than 300,000 vehicles in over 70 

2021 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS

THE

NGAMS



10  |  National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard

Over the last twenty years 
First Heritage Credit has proudly served 
the �nancial needs of its clients 
throughout the state of Mississippi, 
as well as the surrounding states of 
Alabama, Louisiana, South Carolina and 
Tennessee. We are proud to be 
Patriot Level Patriot Partners with 
the Mississippi National Guard, and 
enjoy serving our communities through 
our 35 Mississippi branches.

We are proud to support the Mississippi 
National Guard, and 
enjoy giving back to those who freely 
give so much for us. 

Visit www.1stheritagecredit.com 
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countries. AM General products 

have deployed around the globe 

with our National Guard partners 

in peacetime and in war. With 

unmatched durability, our soldiers 

and airmen have depended on the 

Humvee in harsh and demanding 

environments. We will continue 

to be there for them on future 

battlefields with the cutting-edge 

technology required to win.

AMERICAN MILITARY 
UNIVERSITY
Michael “Mik” Williams

803-528-3077 

mwilliams@apus.edu 

111 West Congress Steet

Charles Town, West Virginia  25414

AMU, the #1 provider of education 

to the military, offers affordable, 

quality undergraduate and graduate 

degrees and certificates through 

100% online classes that start 

monthly and run for 8 or 16 weeks. 

American Military University, a part 

of the American Public University 

System, is accredited by the Higher 

Learning Commission. Stop by our 

booth today to learn more about 

our 200+ career-relevant online 

degree, certificate, and credentialing 

programs, or visit us at www.amu.

apus.edu.

AMERICAN SENIORS 
BENEFIT, LLC
Randall White

601-372-4433 (office)

rwhite@changepath.com

1675 Lakeland Drive

Jackson, Mississippi  39216

For years, American Seniors Benefit 

has been offering comprehensive 

retirement services to residents 

of Mississippi and surrounding 

states. We will work hard to meet 

your needs and make sure you feel 

comfortable and confident in your 

decisions. As the retirement and 

economic landscapes continue 

to change, so do our strategies 

for meeting your needs. Being 

an independent insurance and 

Investment Counsel firm, we are 

proud to offer various strategies 

that will fit both your lifestyle and 

your budget. We strive to provide 

you with the best approach, but 

only after you learn the options 

available to you. We make sure you 

feel comfortable and confident in 

your decisions.

BAE SYSTEMS, INC. *
Keith A. Klemmer

703-907-8320 (office)

571-594-9087 (cell)

keith.klemmer@baesystems.com

2000 15th Street North, Suite 1100

Arlington, Virginia  22201

BAE Systems, Inc. provides support 

and service solutions for current 

and future defense, intelligence, and 

civilian systems; designs, develops 

and manufactures a wide range of 

electronic systems and subsystems 

for both military and commercial 

applications; produces specialized 

security and protection products; 

and designs, develops, produces, 

and provides service support of 

armored combat vehicles, artillery 

systems, 

and munitions.

BANCORPSOUTH  ***
Richard H. Dixon

Regional Trust Executive 

Senior Vice President/ Trust Officer 

Phone:  601.592.4894  

Cell:   601.927.1489

Fax:   601.592.4896

Email: richard.dixon@bxs.com

BancorpSouth Ban k

Wealth Management 

525 East Capitol Street

Jackson, MS 39201

In 1876, in the back of a hardware 

store in Verona, Mississippi, a new 

approach to banking was born – an 

approach built on longevity and the 

principle that neighbors should help 

neighbors. It was based on the idea 

that to better serve a customer is to 

understand what is right for them. 

We’ve come a long way since then, 

but our commitment to being Right 

Where You Are for what matters 

most in your life is still the same.

Windham & Lacey, pLLc
Certified Public Accountants
www.windhamandlacey.com

2708 Old Brandon Road
Pearl, MS 39208

601.939.8676 • Fax 601.939.8761

219 N. Jackson Street • P.O. Box 759
Crystal Springs, MS 39059

601.892.4001 • Fax 601.892.5978

CONFERENCE
EXHIBITORS

2021

Over the last twenty years 
First Heritage Credit has proudly served 
the �nancial needs of its clients 
throughout the state of Mississippi, 
as well as the surrounding states of 
Alabama, Louisiana, South Carolina and 
Tennessee. We are proud to be 
Patriot Level Patriot Partners with 
the Mississippi National Guard, and 
enjoy serving our communities through 
our 35 Mississippi branches.

We are proud to support the Mississippi 
National Guard, and 
enjoy giving back to those who freely 
give so much for us. 

Visit www.1stheritagecredit.com 
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The Mississippi Armed Forces Museum honors 

the servicemen and women of all branches 

from Mississippi and others who received 

training in Mississippi during times of war. The 

Museum’s exhibits tell the personal stories of 

American heroes, and serve to educate future 

generations about the price paid for freedom  

and prosperity. 

The mission of the Mississippi Armed Forces 

Museum is to collect, preserve, interpret, exhibit, 

and hold in public trust for the exclusive benefit of 

the people, significant historical property related 

to the history of the State of Mississippi and its 

contributions to the Armed Forces of the United 

States from the early 19th Century to the present.

www.armedforcesmuseum.us
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BENCHMADE KNIFE 
COMPANY
Shane James

833-557-2526 (office)

503-784-3512 (cell)

sjames@benchmade.com

300 Beavercreek Road

Oregon City, Oregon  97045

For more than 30 years, Benchmade 

Knife Company has been committed 

to exceeding the expectations 

of elite users around the world.  

Manufacturing a broad range of 

products that offer superior quality 

and performance, and built to meet 

the specific needs of a wide and 

loyal customer base. In addition, all 

Benchmade products are covered 

by the company’s LifeSharp service 

and limited lifetime warranty. 

For more information about 

Benchmade’s world class products 

and Customer Service, please call 

1-833-557-2526.

BIG ASS FANS **
John Ladik

877-244-3267 (office)

859-629-5287 (cell)

John.ladik@bigassfans.com

www.bigassfans.com

2348 Innovation Drive

Lexington, Kentucky  40511

Since 1999, Big Ass Fans has 

pioneered the high-volume, low-

speed (HVLS) fan industry. With 

each new application, our engineers 

set out to design the perfect 

solution to meet our customers’ 

needs. Our dedication to innovation 

has led us to develop the industry’s 

first silent motor technology and 

smart fan controls and automation, 

and consistently bring the best 

quality cooling products to market 

with added Clean Air System 

technologies proven by science and 

backed by experts to create safer, 

cleaner, healthier spaces.

BOEING COMPANY *

Cathy Anthony

610-591-2032 (office)

610-585-7852 (cell)

catherine.i.anthony@boeing.com

P. O. Box 16858 

MC P10-08

Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania  

19142

Boeing is the 

world’s largest 

aerospace 

company.  We 

offer leading 

products and 

services in 

commercial and 

military aircraft, 

space systems, 

and exploration, 

and integrated-

network 

communications.  

Our military 

products 

include fighters, 

bombers, 

tankers, 

transports, and 

helicopters, along 

with missiles, 

advanced 

information, communications and 

space systems.

CAMGIAN
Doug Gosney

662-320-1000

dgosney@camgian.com

100 Research Boulevard, Suite 313

Starkville, MS  39759

Camgian is an award-winning 

developer of advanced sensing 

systems and technologies that 

deliver real-time, actionable 

intelligence. Leveraging innovations 

in the areas of sensors, signal 

processing, and AI/ML, Camgian 

is pioneering a new generation of 

intelligent applications that address 

key needs in the financial and 

national security markets. 

Camgian has been named by Inc. 

Magazine as one of the fastest-

growing private companies in the 

US, Entrepreneur Magazine as 

one of the most entrepreneurial 

companies in America, and Compass 

Intelligence as one of the world’s 

top companies in IoT innovation 

and execution. ABI Research 

featured Camgian in their 2015 

Hot Tech Innovators report, which 

identified the company as one of 

the world’s top tech start-ups for 

their pioneering work in IoT and 

edge computing. In 2017 Camgian 

was named a Gartner “Cool Vendor” 

in IoT Edge Computing and the 

Industrial IoT Company of the 

Year in the 6th Annual Compass 

Intelligence Awards, which identifies 

CONFERENCE
EXHIBITORS
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Bone and Joint Care 
for the Entire Family

FLOWOOD / MADISON
WWW.CAPITALORTHO.COM

601.987.8200
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the world’s best in mobile, software, 

IoT, AI, augmented reality, and 

connected products.

CAPITAL CITY BEVERAGES 
***
Matt Marciel

601-937-5748

920 W County Line Road

Jackson, Mississippi  39073

Capital City Beverages is a 

Molson Coors wholesaler proudly 

representing over 45 suppliers 

and covering 19 counties in central 

Mississippi.  Capital City Beverages 

prides itself on setting the standard 

for customer service while 

maintaining relationships to over 

1700 customers.  Since its beginning 

in 1941 Capital City Beverages has 

grown to over 130 employees, while 

bringing the most state of the art 

equipment and technology to the 

beverage wholesaler industry.  This 

is all done with making both the 

employee and customer top priority 

to create a more safe and efficient 

work place.  Lastly, having the 

opportunity to partner with NGAMS 

as well as our entire Mississippi 

Molson Coors network is a great 

honor and privilege.

CAPITAL ORTHO *
Jeff Beford

601-987-8200 (office)

info@capitalorthosports.com

104 Burney Drive

Flowood, Mississippi  39232

Capital Ortho, formerly known as 

Capital Orthopaedic and Sports 

Medicine Center, is a full-service, 

comprehensive orthopedic clinic 

and surgery center that is comprised 

of two physical locations and seven 

satellite locations. While each of 

Capital Ortho’s nine surgeons are 

certified in general orthopedic care, 

all also bring with them specialized 

areas of training and years of 

experience treating a diverse 

customer demographic.

For almost 30 years thousands of 

patients and their families have 

trusted us with their care. Over 

those years we have grown in many 

ways, but our values have remain 

unchanged, which are to treat each 

of our patients, to the best of our 

knowledge and expertise, with care, 

compassion, and concern.

We believe that the short and 

long-term success of our patients 

is important, because we believe 

that each patient is important. You 

matter at Capital Ortho, and we 

hope you will let us help you live 

your best life.

COLUMBIA COLLEGE/
MISSOURI
Devin Conner

573-875-8700 (office)

904-234-3744 (cell)

1001 Rogers Street

Columbia, Missouri  65216

Founded in 1851, Columbia College 

has been helping students advance 

their lives through higher education 

for more than 160 years. A private, 

nonprofit liberal arts and sciences 

college, Columbia College takes 

pride in small classes, experienced 

faculty and quality educational 

programs.

COLUMBIA SOUTHERN 
UNIVERSITY
Carl Childs

214-425-1521

Carl.childs@columbiasouthern.edu 

21982 University Lane

Orange Beach, Alabama  36561

CONFLICT KINETICS 

Tony Tuck

240-805-0577 (office)

Tony.tuck@conflictkinetics.com 

22977 Eaglewood Cout, Suite 160

Sterling, Virginia  20166

Conflict Kinetics (CK) specializes 

in Synthetic Technology for 

Small Arms Weapons Training. 

Our Patented Pro-Sports based 

Human Performance Optimization 

approach has proven transfer to live 

CONFERENCE
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fire. We work with DoD, SOF, and 

federal agencies. CK offers mobile 

trainings, Systems installations in 

both CONUS/OCONUS locations 

and Training Centers-Virginia Beach, 

VA & the DC area. CK systems have 

been validated on the new Army 

Qualification course of fire and the 

measurement of Lethality from 

Individual through Platoon.

DEPLOYED RESOURCES *
KJ Hietala

518-641-9903

kjhietala@deployedresources.com

164 McPike Road

Rome, New York  13441

Providing First Class Mission and 

Logistical Support since 2001.

Mission Support - Temporary 

Housing - Shelter Systems - Site 

Design - Latrines - Showers - Sinks 

- Water Systems - Food Service - 

DFAC - Kitchens - Laundry - Power 

- HVAC - Light Sets - MHE

DIGIFLIGHT, INC. *
Henry “Bucky” Waller

256-799-1942 ext. 110

henry.waller@digiflight.com

154 Timberwind Drive

New Market, Alabama  35761

Using proven principles, our 

experienced professionals support 

all of the planning, development, 

testing and deployment tasks 

associated with building new 

systems, updating legacy 

technology, and integrating existing 

tools and equipment.

DigiFlight helps government 

and commercial customers 

accelerate mission success with 

technology solutions that protect 

our national security. Our unique 

core competencies enable us 

to deliver integrated support 

services for all critical phases 

of acquisition and technology 

management—Aerospace Technical 

& Acquisition Solutions, Compliant 

Architectures, Cybersecurity, 

Integrated Acquisition & Technology 

Management, Systems and Software 

Development, Systems Engineering 

& Technical Assistance and Test & 

Evaluation. Highly skilled DigiFlight 

teams apply a holistic mindset 

to ensure that our customers’ 

capabilities interoperate securely 

and effectively in operations and 

warfare environments.

DigiFlight, Incorporated (DFI), began 

in June of 1999.  DFI is a Veteran-

owned Minority Small Business that 

proudly serves the DOD and DOD IC 

with 36 contracts serving 13 of those 

contracts as Prime.

DRIP DROP HYDRATION
Greg Sumerlin

503-309-9819

greg.sumerlin@dripdropors.com

1144 65th Street

Oakland, California  94608

Drip Drop Hydration is an Oral 

Rehydration Solution that 

mitigates heat illness and increases 

performance.  A best in class used 

by the most prominent NCAA, and 

Pro sports teams in the USA. Also 

used by most US Special Forces 

as a mitigating product and a 

performance overmatch product.

EES – EUREKA! 
EXPEDITIONARY SYSTEMS
Jerry Paris

800-235-2607 (office)

jerry.paris@johnsonoutdoors.com 

625 Conklin Road

Binghamton, New York  13903

EES - Eureka! Expeditionary 

Systems is a unique alliance of best-

in-class suppliers in their respective 

fields:  Eureka! (tents and shelters), 

BATLite (LED lighting), Bike Track 

(flooring systems), plus partners 

specializing in C2 systems, ECU’s, 

Generators and trailers.

ENERSYS
Frank Lever

877-485-1472

Frank.lever@abdg.com

301 Maple Avenue West

Vienna, Virginia  22180

EnerSys, the world’s largest 

manufacturer of industrial batteries, 

offers complete VRLA, Li-Ion, 

Lithium Primary Reserve, and Nickel 

Cadmium stored energy solutions 

for the aerospace and defense 

industry.  EnerSys batteries for 

military tactical ground vehicles, 

aircraft, ships, submarines, and 

weapons systems are known for 

their superior quality and innovative 

technology. For more information 

on EnerSys batteries, visit www.

hawkerbattery.com

ESCAPE INTERNATIONAL
Quentin Averous

202-539-3069

info@escape-international.com

2290 Dosinia Court

Reston, Virginia  20191

ESCAPE International provides 

search and rescue operators with an 

innovative mass rescue device for 

helicopters. The AirTEP (Airborne 

Tactical Extraction Platform) can 

insert or extract up to 10 people — 

or 3,300 lbs of material — in a single 

helicopter lift. This foldable platform 

only weighs 117 lbs and is operated 

under an 80-ft sling attached to the 

cargo hook. It’s been in use for more 

than 15 years in military, search and 

rescue and firefighting units in 26 

countries, including the U.S (tested 

and approved by the US Army).

EYE SAFETY SYSTEMS, 
INC. *
Bernie Knight

CONFERENCE
EXHIBITORS
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Continued on page 42.

Why Should I Join the National Guard Association 
of Mississippi?

The motto that hangs by the door of the National Guard 
Association of Mississippi office reads “If we as members of 
the National Guard don’t set the course of our future then 
someone not in the National Guard will do it for us.”

This phrase is the cornerstone of everything we do as an 
association.  It starts with the newest Service member during 
their initial training all the way through retirement.  

For those of us that work for or involved in the Association, 
membership should be a gimme.  After all, the Association 
protects the member benefits, expands career prospects, 
advances the interests of the Mississippi National Guard, and 
provides two of the most entertaining and educational, yet 
affordable, conferences.    

However, there have been times where an officer will ask “Why 
should I pay my dues to NGAMS? What does NGAMS do for 
me?”. There are so many reasons to be a part to include instant 
insurance support in the time of tragedy, being a vehicle to 
have your voice heard, and providing you direct access to 
military and civilian leadership. However one of the most 
tangible is the legislative successes. Each year we list the 
results of our work for you. Our Service members, families, and 
Patriot Partners know we get results in Mississippi. Further, 
it is important to be able to see those results. Most Service 
members only know of the $15,000 state income tax benefit. 
However there is so much more. 

Since the 2015 legislative session the National Guard 
Association of Mississippi has been responsible for 56 updates 
to the laws of Mississippi.  Obviously over the course of seven 
legislative sessions that is a lot of updates.  Further it is easy to 
get lost in the numbers and lose sight of the reasoning behind 
the changes. However there is a story linked to each.  Listed 
below are the stories behind the updates. Their names are 
changed to respect their privacy.     

In 2016 Scott, a 21 year old specialist in the Mississippi National 
Guard, lived with his wife Sara and young son in Northwest 
Mississippi. In the latter part of the year he moved his family to 
a suburb of Memphis, Tennessee.  He subsequently attended a 
training exercise in the Western United States and was injured. 
Due to their financial situation his wife was unable to travel 
to be with him in the hospital and struggled with their bills at 
home.  Mississippi Code Annotated Section 33-4-1 created the 
Mississippi Military Family Relief Fund.  

continued on page 43
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907-306-5528 (cell)

Bknight@esseyepro.com

www.esseypro.com

3701 Lithia Ridge Boulevard 

Valrico, Florida  33596

At ESS, our unyielding passion is 

to make the toughest eyewear in 

the world. Not because it’s our job, 

but because it’s our duty -- a duty 

inspired by those we serve: military 

personnel, first responders, and 

other everyday heroes. Those who 

rely on ESS can’t settle for less, so 

we can’t either. We provide go-to 

styling and superior fit, form, and 

function so our tough customers 

can stay safe and be brave: on or 

off duty, beyond risk and on to 

adventure.

ESS innovation is born from intense 

listening to elite warriors. We dissect 

their challenges, then roll up our 

sleeves to create real-life solutions 

that work under duress. The end 

result is battle-proven eye pro with a 

track record of peak performance in 

the most hostile environments. The 

entire line of ESS ballistic-grade eye 

pro is engineered to meet or exceed 

the most stringent U.S. Military and 

ANSI Z87.1-2015 specifications.

FIRST-LIGHT USA 

Leslie Kirby

205 South Main Street

Seymour, Illinois  61875

217-687-4048 (office)

217-621-2231 (cell)

First-Light USA is the industry 

leader in developing hands-enabling 

tactical lighting tools for military 

professionals. Our lights offer 

varying degrees of white-light 

brightness and a variety of LED-

color options (depending on the 

model), including Blue, Red, Green, 

Infrared, Red+Green mix (for wound 

identification), multi-color safety 

beacons, tactical strobe, and more. 

When paired with one of our TRS 

mounts, the functionality of your 

First-Light will grow into a versatile 

hands-enabling tactical lighting 

system. These mounts allow your 

light to be integrated comfortably 

onto duty belts and tactical vests, or 

firmly attached to ferrous surfaces 

using the magnet mount. We are 

proud to assemble all of our lights 

by hand in Seymour, IL USA.

GALVION
Tessa Kennison

802-578-2254

events@galvion.com 

160 Corporate Drive

Portsmouth, New Hampshire  03801
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RESPONSIVE
WHEN YOU’RE NEEDED THE MOST
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Soldiers and Airmen count on  
PowerFlare Safety Beacons  

 

We are honored to partner with the National Guard 

7ULFLD &DOODKDQ� 9LFH 3UHVLGHQW� 0LOLWDU\ 6DOHV 
3) 'LVWULEXWLRQ &HQWHU� ,QF� 

:RUOGZLGH 0DVWHU 'LVWULEXWRUV RI 3RZHU)ODUH 6DIHW\ %HDFRQV 
WULFLD#SIGLVWULEXWLRQFHQWHU�FRP 

2IILFH� ���-���-���� 
 &HOO� ���-���-���� 
ZZZ�SIGLVWULEXWLRQFHQWHU�FRP 

PowerFlare® Safety Beacons are used throughout the Guard— 
for DOMOPS, training, landing zones, convoys, and many other 

uses. Safety Officers love heavy-duty PowerFlare beacons, 
because lives and equipment are saved from needless  

accidents for a low cost. Available in many colors (and IR)  
and in replaceable or rechargeable CR123 versions. 

We owe our freedom to those who serve. Boeing is 

honored to support the men, women, and families 

who sacri�ce so our nation can stand tall.

 
FREEDOM STANDS 
THANKS TO ALL 
WHO SERVE.

FREEDOM STANDS 

Un-carrier 5G Fact Sheet
T-Mobile is the leader in 5G with America’s largest 5G network. And now that Sprint is part  
of T-Mobile, the Un-carrier is bringing more of the fastest 5G to more places than anyone else.

5G Facts at a Glance

REACHES ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY, INTO RURAL 

AMERICA 

EXTENDED RANGE 5G   
T-MOBILE COVERS MORE OF AMERICA WITH 5G
With Extended Range 5G, T-Mobile has America’s largest 
5G network – covering 280 million people across nearly 
1.6 million square miles. That’s nearly 4x more geographic 
coverage than Verizon and over 2.5x more than AT&T.

ULTRA CAPACITY 5G   
FASTER 5G IN MORE PLACES
To bring customers faster speeds (~300 Mbps with peaks approaching 1 Gbps), T-Mobile is upgrading over 
1,000 cell sites & towers each month with high-performance, Ultra Capacity 5G – to cover not just parts of 
some cities – but entire metropolitan areas. The Un-carrier’s Ultra Capacity 5G already reaches more than 
1,000 cities and towns and covers 106 Million people, 50x more than Verizon covers with Ultra Wideband.

Unmatched Coverage

NEARLY 1.6 MILLION 
SQUARE MILES

280m

280 MILLION PEOPLE 5G ACCESS IS INCLUDED 
ON ALL PLANS AT NO 

EXTRA CHARGE 

5G
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No Cost $1,000 Death Benefit for Active Guard Members

Member Coverage
Basic coverage gives you 4 options. After 12 
consecutive months, you are eligible for increased 
insurance which becomes effective on the next  
June 1 following completion of the 12 month period.  
The additional coverage is at no-cost to you. 

This benefit is free to you. All Mississippi active guard members are covered 24/7 whether drilling or not. There’s no 
enrollment necessary - you are automatically eligible for this benefit should something happen to you. Death benefit 
is paid to named beneficiary, spouse, or next of kin. 

Dependent Coverage
If you and your spouse are both members of the  
MS National Guard you must have your own individual 
coverage. Either you or your spouse can apply for 
coverage on children but not both.  

Separation: If you have been insured for 12 consecutive months, you can retain your basic coverage until age 60. You may keep 
the same amount in force except for the extra increased insurance. You can pay the monthly contribution on a direct bill basis.

Retirement: At retirement, if you have 20 years of service and have been insured for 12 consecutive months, coverage 
continues in force until age 60 at the same premium. Between 60 - 70 death benefit reduces to $10,000, spouse benefit  
to $10,000, and dependent children to $2,500. At age 70, death benefit reduces to $5,000, spouse benefit to $5,000,  
and dependent children remains at $2,500. 

Spouse retention: A surviving spouse age 59 or less of an insured member who dies before age 60 can retain the coverage  
he/she carried as a dependent of the deceased Guard member and may include related coverage on the already insured 
dependent children at a slightly higher cost.  

The Basic program provides financial protection in the event of death. It also provides coverage for your spouse 
and/or children, all at an affordable monthly cost.  

Basic Coverage 

Amount
$10,000
$16,000
$25,000
$35,000

Monthly cost
$3.80
$6.00
$8.95

$12.25

After 12 months
$12,500
$21,000
$32,500
$45,000

Member Coverage

Both the Basic and Enhanced coverage has No combat or terrorism exclusions. No geographical area exclusions.

Spouse
$10,000
$15,000
$30,000
$50,000

$2,500
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000

Monthly cost
$3.00
$4.00
$8.00

$13.00

Each child

               

Dependent Coverage

State Sponsored Life Insurance

1

2

As we have referenced many times, insurance is not a pleasant topic as it forces us to face our own or a loved one’s 
mortality.  However, it is a topic that must be discussed to ensure the financial stability of our families.  Sadly, one 
hundred forty-two of our families dealt with this eventuality this fiscal year.  Our insurance program provided $1,507,500 
in assistance in support of claims of one hundred two Service members and thirty three dependents.  Unfortunately, 
seven of our families did not have coverage through the Association.

Commanders are responsible for ensuring the readiness of their soldiers and airmen- this is the number one priority.  
Part of this responsibility should be addressing financial management planning, which includes insurance.  If our National 
Guard families are aware of the benefits and minimal cost, they would likely carry at least the minimum coverage the 
NGAMS Insurance program offers.  To that end, leaders are encouraged to help each member understand their whole 
family can be insured for as little as $6.80 per month.

Currently, the combined Air and Army National Guard insurance participation is fifty-five percent.  The Air National 
Guard participation is thirty-nine percent while the Army National Guard participation is fifty-eight percent.  The NGAMS 
staff is always ready to provide units their current level reports to assist commanders in reviewing their participation.  
Again, the goal is to make sure Service members are aware of the tremendous benefit offered by the Association and 
their responsibility to provide for their dependents when tragedy strikes.

Please contact the NGAMS office at 601-354-7555 for any questions regarding enrollment or other matters.  Also, leaders 
are encouraged to call and set up an insurance presentation at their respective units.  Working together, we can make a 
difference.   

Col Britt Watson/LTC Deidre Smith
Co-Chairs, Committee on Insurance  



 National Guard Association of Mississippi Standard  |  21 

Enhanced Coverage

Affordable life insurance
You can purchase $50,000 of protection for as little as 
$4 a month if you’re under 50 years of age and don’t use 
tobacco products. Contributions increase at each age 
band as shown below.

No medical exam for Guard members under age 50 
applying for up to $250,000 of coverage and ages 
50-59 up to $100,000. For spouses, no medical exam 
under age 40 up to $250,000 and under age 50 up 
to $150,000. Just complete the enrollment form and 
answer a few health questions.

Coverage from $50,000 to $400,000
Based on your individual situation, you decide how much 
coverage is right for you and your family.

Emergency death benefit payment
Emergency death benefit payment of up to $15,000 
within one business day of notification to help your 
loved ones with immediate costs.

Full coverage after retirement or separation 
As long as contributions are paid, coverage continues 
to age 70*. There are no occupation restrictions, so 
regardless of what you do after the military, you’re 
covered. Regardless of any health issues that may 
develop in the future, you’re still covered. Upon 
retirement or separation, policy contributions will be 
paid directly to AFBA rather than through allotment.

Spouse coverage
You can easily purchase coverage for your spouse on 
the same application. 

When you have the maximum coverage in the Basic program, you can purchase additional coverage. The Enhanced 
program provides affordable term life insurance with a level death benefit and only 3 age bands for contributions.  

You can provide the protection and peace of mind 
your loved ones need at affordable rates with AFBA. 
All active Mississippi National Guard members are 
eligible to apply. In addition to peace of mind, an AFBA 
membership gives you access to a wealth of benefits 
and products designed with your needs in mind.  
 
Visit www.afba.com for complete details on other 
member benefits.

Statement of Health Paramed Exam, Blood Profile and Urinalysis Paramed Exam, Blood Profile and Urinalysis and Resting EKG

* After 70th birthday, Enhanced coverage terminates on coverage anniversary date.

Age
18-49
50-59
60-69

$18.00
$44.00

$50,000

$36.00
$88.00

$100,000

$54.00
$132.00

$150,000

$72.00
$176.00

$200,000

$90.00
$220.00

$250,000

$108.00
$264.00

$300,000

$126.00
$308.00

$350,000

$144.00
$352.00

$400,000

**Tobacco user contributions are two (2) times non-tobacco user contributions. Tobacco user is one who has used any tobacco product in the past 12 months.

Monthly Contributions (Male/Female) Non-Tobacco**

$50,000

$51,000 - $100,000

$101,000 - $150,000

$151,000 - $200,000

$201,000 - $250,000

$251,000 - $300,000

$301,000 - $400,000

Medical Requirements for Current or Former Military Member

18-39 40-49 50-59

$50,000

$51,000 - $100,000

$101,000 - $150,000

$151,000 - $200,000

$201,000 - $250,000

$251,000 - $300,000

$301,000 - $400,000

Medical Requirements for Non-Military Spouse

18-39 40-49 50-59
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No Cost $1,000 Death Benefit for Active Guard Members

Member Coverage
Basic coverage gives you 4 options. After 12 
consecutive months, you are eligible for increased 
insurance which becomes effective on the next  
June 1 following completion of the 12 month period.  
The additional coverage is at no-cost to you. 

This benefit is free to you. All Mississippi active guard members are covered 24/7 whether drilling or not. There’s no 
enrollment necessary - you are automatically eligible for this benefit should something happen to you. Death benefit 
is paid to named beneficiary, spouse, or next of kin. 

Dependent Coverage
If you and your spouse are both members of the  
MS National Guard you must have your own individual 
coverage. Either you or your spouse can apply for 
coverage on children but not both.  

Separation: If you have been insured for 12 consecutive months, you can retain your basic coverage until age 60. You may keep 
the same amount in force except for the extra increased insurance. You can pay the monthly contribution on a direct bill basis.

Retirement: At retirement, if you have 20 years of service and have been insured for 12 consecutive months, coverage 
continues in force until age 60 at the same premium. Between 60 - 70 death benefit reduces to $10,000, spouse benefit  
to $10,000, and dependent children to $2,500. At age 70, death benefit reduces to $5,000, spouse benefit to $5,000,  
and dependent children remains at $2,500. 

Spouse retention: A surviving spouse age 59 or less of an insured member who dies before age 60 can retain the coverage  
he/she carried as a dependent of the deceased Guard member and may include related coverage on the already insured 
dependent children at a slightly higher cost.  

The Basic program provides financial protection in the event of death. It also provides coverage for your spouse 
and/or children, all at an affordable monthly cost.  

Basic Coverage 

Amount
$10,000
$16,000
$25,000
$35,000

Monthly cost
$3.80
$6.00
$8.95

$12.25

After 12 months
$12,500
$21,000
$32,500
$45,000

Member Coverage

Both the Basic and Enhanced coverage has No combat or terrorism exclusions. No geographical area exclusions.

Spouse
$10,000
$15,000
$30,000
$50,000

$2,500
$5,000

$10,000
$15,000

Monthly cost
$3.00
$4.00
$8.00

$13.00

Each child

               

Dependent Coverage

State Sponsored Life Insurance

1

2 5.00 10.00 15.00 20.00 25.00 30.00 35.00 40.00
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G.V. “SONNY” 
MONTGOMERY CENTER 
FOR AMERICA’S 
VETERANS **
Eddie Scales

662-831-0527 (office)

662-325-6723 (fax)

ebs17@msstate.edu

250 Bailey Howell Drive

Mississippi State University, 

Mississippi  39762

HUMANA MILITARY – 
TRICARE EAST
Tony Kennedy

228-257-4946 (cell)

tkennedy1@humana.com

1955 Popps Ferry Road, 1054K

Biloxi, Mississippi  39532

INDIANA WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY
Lisa Carlisle

866-468-6498 (office)

724-610-8287 (cell)

1900 West 50th Street

Marion, Indiana  46953

Indiana Wesleyan University was 

founded in 1920 and is a private, 

non-profit, regionally accredited 

(HLC), faith-based university.

INVISIO 
Nick Volk

412-992-7574

ndv@invisio.com

150 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1950

Chicago, Illinois  60601

INVISIO is a global market leader 

within advanced communication 

and hearing protection systems. 

The company develops and 

sells advanced systems that 

enable professionals in noisy and 

mission critical environments to 

communicate and work effectively, 

while protecting their hearing. 

INVISIO personal equipment and 

intercom system are based on 

simplicity, modularity and flexibility 

to fit the communication needs of 

both the mounted and dismounted 

professional, regardless of 

operational requirements.

JBHM ARCHITECTURE 
Jessica Huff

601-326-7602 (office)

jhuff@jbhm.com 

info@jbhm.com

308 East Pearl Street, Suite 300

Jackson, Mississippi  39201

Founded in 1970, JBHM Architects, 

P.A. has been a leading design firm 

in Mississippi for 50 years. Our 

successful client relationships are 

based on the principles of integrity, 

vision and hard work.  We have

three offices throughout Mississippi: 

Jackson, Columbus, and Tupelo.

In addition to Architectural services, 

we provide:

• Planning

• Landscape Architecture

• Interior Design

• Program Management

• Construction Administration

JM5, LLC
Ray Whaley

904-239-2473

ray.whaley@jm5llc.com

1369 Dogwood Trail

Greenville, Alabama  36037

JM5 is a leading manufacturer 

of Helicopter Ground Servicing 

Equipment  (GSE) and tool kits for 

aircraft maintenance.

Meeting the Army’s requirements 

for quality equipment for its 

Aviation component, JM5, LLC is the 

company you can count on to help 

support the Army’s mission.

KEESLER FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION ***
Caitlin Bradshaw

228-385-5500 (office)

601-278-4209 (cell)

caitlin.bradshaw@kfcu.org 

389 Ridge Way, Building K, Suite 3

Flowood, Mississippi  39232

Invested in our members’ success.

With nearly 75 years of stellar 

service under our belt, Keesler 

Federal is not only the largest 

Mississippi-based credit union, but 

also one of the largest credit unions 

in the Southeast.

You’ll notice things are a little 

different around here. Take for 

example our Member Giveback 

Program. Every month, we randomly 

reward 36 members just for 

choosing us. Unlike a traditional 

bank, we’re not focused on fees and 

profits. We’re here to help you thrive 

financially, and the well-being and 

satisfaction of our members always 

come first. It’s this dedication to 

our membership that has helped us 

to be recognized as Best-In-State 

Credit Union by Forbes Magazine for 

the third year in a row.

Become a member and join the 

family.

With locations in three states, plus 

the United Kingdom, Keesler Federal 

membership is widely available to 

thousands of people who live, work, 

worship or attend school in the 

communities we serve.

LASER SHOT, INC.
Michael Clark

281-240-1122

tradeshows@lasershot.com

4214 Bluebonnet Drive

Stafford, Texas  77477

Laser Shot develops advanced 

virtual marksmanship and use-

of-force training simulators. The 

SimRange™ has the smallest 

footprint, fastest setup time, 

features the largest scenario library 

CONFERENCE
EXHIBITORS

2021
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Major General (Retired) Harry Dalton 

started a group in 1973 of retired 

officers meeting for breakfast in 

Jackson.  In 1980, Brigadier General 

(Retired) Bud Moore became the 

chairman of the group and provided 

the name, “At Ease Gang” for the 

statewide association of retired 

Army and Air National Guard 

officers. Charlie Morris designed 

the crest for the organization. At 

the top and bottom of the crest, 

portions of magnolia leaves are 

visible, representing the State of 

Mississippi’s state flower. A scroll 

near the top of the crest reads, 

“RETIRED OFFICERS, MISSISSIPPI 

NATIONAL GUARD.” The center of 

the crest has an eagle, symbolic of 

the United States imposed over two 

“DD’s representing 

the service the 

State provided 

from 1923 to 1968 

to the 31st Infantry 

“Dixie” Division 

including service 

during World War 

II and Korea. Some 

of the Regiments 

that comprised 

the “Dixie” Division 

date back to 1798. 

At the base of the 

crest, three rifles are stack-arms with 

a scroll with the motto that reads, 

“STACKED BUT LOADED, AT EASE 

BUT READY”. 

Today the At Ease members 

number near 1,000 strong.  The 

next closest State has only a little 

over 300 members.  Our numbers 

allow our Association to increase 

our delegates by one for every 50 

retirees.  For years this increased 

number has allowed Mississippi a 

great amount of influence at the 

National Guard Association of the 

United States Conference.  

There are seven official chapters 

that meet monthly in the state at 

the following locations: Brookhaven, 

Grenada, Gulf Coast (Biloxi), 

Hattiesburg, Meridian, Northeast 

Mississippi (Tupelo) and Jackson. 

The AT Ease Gang also meets for 

breakfast once a year at the Annual 

National Guard Conference and each 

year as part of Retiree Day at Camp 

Shelby.  

The At Ease Gang is proud of 

their communities, state, and 

country.  They are active as 

individual chapters supporting 

such worthwhile causes as college 

scholarships and birthday wishes at 

the Palmer Children’s Homes.  They 

also collectively support our military 

community as a whole, both those 

actively serving and retired.  

The retired members of the Mississippi Air and Army 
National Guard continue to set the standard for 
service after their days in uniform are complete.

STACKED BUT LOADED, 
AT EASE BUT READY
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Please visit www.ngams.org 

under the Retirees tab and find 

a chapter near you. Information 

on each chapter can be found 

on their respective drop downs. 

Additional information may also be 

gained by contacting your retiree 

representatives COL James “Jim” 

Jackson (Army Representative) 

and Brig Gen David Kirtley (Air 

Representative).  As you complete 

your service to our state and 

country we hope you desire to 

continue serving by joining with a 

chapter of the At Ease Gang.
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ever compiled, and is the most cost-

effective option of any simulator on 

the market.

LINCOLN COLLEGE OF 
TECHNOLOGY
Fedrick Butler

844-887-2345

fbutler@lincolntech.edu

200 Executive Drive

West Orange, New Jersey  07052

Starting a new career path is an 

exciting decision to make, but it is 

rarely an easy one. At Lincoln Tech 

schools around the country, you’ll 

find dedicated teams of academic 

professionals who are eager to see 

their students succeed, and highly 

skilled career services specialists 

who know how to get the attention 

of the nation’s hiring managers. It’s 

these people that set us apart as a 

career training organization. Lincoln 

teams at each campus put the 

needs of their students first. That’s 

the Lincoln tradition; it’s the Lincoln 

Edge.

LISTA/VIDMAR **
Darin Gilderoy

678-316-0972 (cell)

darin.gilderoy@sbdinc.com 

11 Grammes Road

Southington, Mississippi  06489

Stanley Black & Decker Storage 

Solutions is a global provider of 

high-density storage solutions that 

help workforces work efficiently and 

safely. We partner with businesses 

to design customized storage and 

workspace systems that maximize 

productivity while saving space. 

Our trusted brands, LISTA® and 

Vidmar,® make up the broadest 

storage portfolio in the marketplace 

and enable us to provide tailored, 

cost-effective solutions to our 

customers’ unique storage 

challenges.

LITEFIGHTER SYSTEMS 
LLC **
Rich Coachys

404-718-9818

rcoachys@litefighter.com

www.litefighter.com

314 Tupelo Trail

Canton, Georgia 30114

LiteFighter provides rugged, back-

packable shelter systems built 

to protect warfighters against 

inclement weather, pests and 

insect-borne diseases. Our product 

portfolio includes Multi-Season 

Back-Packable Tents, Jungle 

Hammocks, Tarps, Mosquito Bed-

Nets and deet-free BullsEye Bug 

Repellent. LiteFighter’s flagship 

product is the LiteFighter 1 Shelter 

System, which can be used both on 

the ground as a waterproof tent and 

on a cot as a Bug Proof (Permethrin 

Treated) Bed Net.

MISSISSIPPI ARMED 
FORCES MUSEUM
Tommy Lofton

601-558-2303

601-415-0731

tommylofton@mafm.us

Building 850

Camp Shelby, Mississippi  39407

MISSISSIPPI VETERANS 
AFFAIRS
Melisssa Wade

601-576-4857 (office)

601-502-7149 (cell)

mwade@msva.ms.gov

699 North Street, Suite 200

Jackson, Mississippi  39202

To honor Veterans and their 

dependents through superior 

service, care and assistance.

MISSISSIPPI’S TOUGHEST 
KIDS FOUNDATION
Tanya Mohawk

601-892-1117 (office)

601-842-9862 (cell)

tmohawk@mtkfound.com

P. O. Box 520

1323 E. Georgetown Street

Crystal Springs, Mississippi  39059

Mississippi’s Toughest Kids 

Foundation is constructing Camp 

Kamassa, Mississippi’s first and only 

year-round fully handicap accessible 

camp facility for children and adults 

with serious illnesses, physical and 

mental challenges, and other special 

needs.  Camp Kamassa will serve all 

82 Mississippi counties.  Thanks to 

a partnership with the U.S. Military 

through the Innovative Readiness 

Training Program, construction is 

30% complete.

MISSISSIPPI STATE 
UNIVERSITY VETERANS 
AFFAIRS
Eddie Scales

662-325-1496 (office)

662-831-0527 (cell)

ebs17@msstate.edu 

250 Bailey Howell Drive

Mississippi State, Mississippi  39762

The G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery 

Center for America’s Veterans 

located on the campus of Mississippi 

State University is a National Leader 

in providing comprehensive support 

through a University based Veteran 

Resource Center.

MISSISSIPPI YOUTH 
CHALLENGE ACADEMY
James Smith

800-507-6253 (office)

601-466-6005 (cell)

jsmith@msyouthchallenge.org

Bldg #80 Halloran Avenue

Camp Shelby, Mississippi  39407-

5500

The mission of the MS Youth 

ChalleNGe Academy is to intervene 

and reclaim the lives of 16 to 18 

year old youth, who are at risk or 

have dropped out of high school, 

CONFERENCE
EXHIBITORS

2021
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AT OSHKOSH DEFENSE,

A TRUCK IS ALWAYS
MORE THAN
JUST A TRUCK

AIRFLOW
THAT’S BUILT
TO LAST

877.BIG.FANS
TALK TO AN EXPERT

© 2017 LOCKHEED MARTIN CORPORATION        

AT LOCKHEED MARTIN,
WE’RE ENGINEERING A BETTER TOMORROW.
The battle proven UH-60M Black Hawk helicopter continues to expand its multi-role capabilities.
Working with Sikorsky, militaries worldwide are equipping their aircraft with advanced mission systems 
for maritime security, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, combat assault, and search and rescue.
 
Built to survive harsh environments. Easily maintainable and reconfigurable in the field. Supported 
worldwide. UH-60M Black Hawk. The world’s most advanced medium utility helicopter.
 
Learn more at lockheedmartin.com/sikorsky
 

 ONE BLACK HAWK. 

MANY MISSIONS. 
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producing program graduates 

with the values, life coping skills, 

education, employment potential 

and self-discipline, necessary to 

succeed as productive citizens.

MULEPAC*
Rick Segeleon

502-608-8400 (cell)

rick@airgoweb.com

308 Exhange Avenue

St. Matthews, Kentucky  40207

MulePAC is a system of 

SECONDARY containers designed 

specifically for the US Military for 

transporting and storing all classes 

of military supplies, via all modes 

of transportation to, from and 

within theater all the way to the last 

tactical mile.   A patented modular 

design makes MulePAC lightweight, 

collapsible and stackable without 

compromising on its incredible 

strength.  Built to withstand the 

toughest environments, MulePAC 

saves time, money and lives!

OSHKOSH DEFENSE *
Yancey Williams

586-576-8301 (office)

920-216-3297 (cell)

ywilliams@defense.oshkoshcorp.

com 

2307 Oregon Street

Oshkosh, Wisconsis  54902

Oshkosh Defense is a global leader 

in the design, production and 

sustainment of best-in-class military 

vehicles and mobility systems. As 

a pioneer of combat-ready vehicle 

solutions, Oshkosh develops and 

applies emerging technologies that 

advance troop safety and mission 

success. Setting the industry 

standard for sustaining fleet 

readiness, Oshkosh ensures every 

vehicle is supported worldwide 

throughout its entire life cycle. Learn 

more about Oshkosh Defense at 

www.oshkoshdefense.com

PARAMOUNT 
CONSTRUCTION GROUP, 
LLC **
Jonathan McDaniel

President

601.427.5454 O (Ext. 201)

601.427.5456 F

www.pcgcontracting.com

Duns# 965560829

Paramount Construction Group 

was founded in November 2010 in 

the Jackson, Mississippi-area as a 

verified Service Disabled Veteran 

Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) 

Enterprise as well as a licensed, 

insured, and bonded general 

contractor. Earlier PCG projects 

included subcontracting roles for 

larger firms performing commercial 

site rehabilitation, building 

rehabilitation, and installation of site 

utilities.

After gaining more experience on 

commercial and federal projects, 

PCG began to assume more prime 

contractor roles. Recent clients 

include The U. S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, The U. S. Navy, The U. S. 

Air Force, The U. S. Department of 

the Interior, The U. S. Department 

of Veterans Affairs, and many other 

public and private entities.

PCG’s top priorities revolve around 

always keeping the project owner in 

mind, as well as being on-schedule, 

within budget, and constantly 

vigilant about Health & Safety and 

the prevention of accidents.

We strive to build a lasting company 

that will continue offering quality 

construction services for years to 

come.

PERKINS TECHNICAL 
SERVICES, INC. *
Sheila Cain

256-539-6787 (office)

256-682-6823 (cell)

scain@pts)inc.com 

1318-B Putman Drive

Huntsville, Alabama  35816

Perkins Technical Services, Inc. 

manufactures and integrates 

components of the tactical radio 

Expeditionary Kit (E-Kit™) enabling 

Soldiers to quickly establish tactical 

communications in a Command 

Post (CP). Components of the 

E-Kit™ include a radio power supply 

docking station, a portable DC 

power source, an integrated mast/

antenna and a cross-banding 

capability. PTS E-Kit™ provides 

Soldiers operational radios in a CP 

in 15 minutes or less and supports 

currently fielded tactical radios.

PHANTOM PRODUCTS, 
INC. ***
Victoria McDermott, Director

888-533-4968 (office)

888-533-5669 (fax)

vmcdermott@phantomlights.com

474 Barnes Blvd

Rockledge, Florida  32955

Phantom Products designs 

and builds life saving, combat 

multiplying lights for the battlefield 

and the home front.  Our covert 

Phantom Warrior® flashlights 

are the official flashlight of army 

aviation, combat medics and special 

ops.  Our Phantom Bellabeam®, 

Phantom AZL™ and our mightflare®  

lights dominate battlefield ground 

marking.  When the military needs 

upgraded vehicle lights, they come 

to Phantom because they know we 

keep ourselves on the cutting edge 

of the latest in optical and heat 

transfer designs.  And for TOCs….

well, we have lights for that too!

If you work at night, we have 

something to make your job easier 

so that you make it home safely 

to your family, and our family 

CONFERENCE
EXHIBITORS
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supports the Mississippi Guard 

Family because we know that the 

National Guard is critical to our 

security.  Thank you for what you 

do and for letting us be a part of it.  

#teamphantom loves #NGAMS! 

PINNACLE WEALTH ***
Martin Palomo

601-957-0323

703-338-3858

mpalomo@pinntrust.com

101 Port Street, Suite 200

Madison, Mississippi  39110

Pinnacle’s mission is to deeply 

serve our clients and invest in our 

community (locally, nationally, 

and globally). We want to help 

people assemble to scattered 

puzzle pieces of their financial life. 

There are so many decisions that 

are made around retirement, risk 

management, and social security/

pensions that many people make 

alone with regret. Our goal is to be 

a partner in your financial journey 

to give confidence in your decisions 

and limit remorse.

POWER BREEZER
Rob Gonzalez

915-540-0477 (Office)

915-605-1367 (cell)

rgonzalez@powerbreezer.com 

info@powerbreezer.com 

137 South Abrego Xing

Floresville, Texas  78114

Meeting the Expeditionary Force 

demands with an expeditionary 

mindset of adapting and executing 

deployments geared to a lighter, 

faster, more modular force. We 

have been equipping our War-

fighters with the most expeditionary 

technologically advanced, mobile, 

and durable cooling solution for over 

10 years! 

Power Breezer is one tool being 

utilized by great Leaders as part 

of the Risk Assessment process 

is a Class 9 NSN (4140-01-624-

3989) cooling solution.  It is in line 

with Army regulatory guidance 

and certification as one of two 

cooling solutions governed by 

Army TRADOC Reg 350-29 para 

E5 to reduce heat load and is DoD 

MIL-STD-810H certified. You can 

include it as a control measure in 

your Deliberate Risk Assessment 

Worksheet (DRAW DD Form 2977) 

to mitigate the risk of heat injuries.

Leaders can use it in a multitude 

of areas such as cooling Warriors 

working in Maintenance bays/

SSAs, on the gates, outdoor training 

events, you can literally pack it up 

and have it out at Range Density, 

then load it into our connex to 

deploy, myriad uses.

POWERFLARE SAFETY 
BEACONS *
Tricia Callahan, MBA

Vice President, Sales

Worldwide Master Distributor of 

PowerFlare Safety Beacons

Office: 434-326-1112

Cell: 703-599-9514

Fax: 434-326-1301  

tricia@pfdci.com

265 Turkeysag Trail, Suite 102, #152, 

Palmyra, Virginia  22963

PowerFlare® Safety Beacons are 

used throughout the Guard, for 

deployments, DOMOPS, training, 

LZs, and convoys to name just a few 

of the many uses. Safety Offices 

love military-grade PowerFlare 

beacons, because they save lives 

and equipment from avoidable 

accidents. Available in various colors 

(including IR) and two battery types.

PRINCETON TEC
Jacqueline Stephens

609-298-9331 (office)

609-240-6702 (cell)

travel@princetontec.com

P. O. Box 8057Trenton, New Jersey  

08650

The spirit of adventure and history 

of meeting challenges continues 

to drive Princeton Tec, a family 

owned and operated American 

manufacturer since 1975. We build 

personal lighting products that are 

relied on in the backcountry and 

the battlefield, from the backyard to 

below the sea.

REVISION
Ruben Espinoza

802-879-7002

exhibits@revisionmilitary.com

7 Corporate Drive

Essex Junction, Vermont  05452

Rocky Brands, Inc.

Mark Dean

740-753-9100 (office)

heatherlee.croft@rockybrands.com

39 E Canal Street

Nelsonville, Ohio  45764

Rocky is a hard-working company 

that builds rugged, reliable, 

innovative boots for the hard-

working men and women who 

depend on us. We serve those 

protecting our communities, serving 

our country, the farmer and the 

hunter. And this character of service, 

across all of its meanings – whether 

we’re talking about ourselves, our 

consumers, or the trusted products 

we make for them – is at the heart 

of who we are, and what makes us 

great, just like it has since 1932.

ROCKY BRANDS, INC.
Mark Dean

740-753-9100 (office)

heatherlee.croft@rockybrands.com

39 E Canal Street

Nelsonville, Ohio  45764

 

Rocky is a hard-working company 

that builds rugged, 
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THE NGAMS 
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM
The NGAMS Scholarship, proposed by former NGAMS President 
Colonel Tom Crosby, is a competitive scholarship that provides 
$6,000 per year to exceptionally qualified officers in the 
Mississippi National Guard and their dependents. Each year 
the NGAMS Board of Directors approves scholarships to help 
students in both undergraduate and graduate programs obtain 
their initial degrees. 
We are pleased to announce that after eleven recipients and over 
one hundred classes taken there have only been five “B”s.  The 
rest have been “A”s. We look forward to the next class continu-
ing that success.  Applications and other details may be found at 
www.ngams.org.IN ACADEMICSIN ACADEMICS
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Mr. Andrew Ratcliffe
Andrew completed an amazing high school career as a member of the National Honor Society 
and as captain of his high school swim team.  He also played varsity football and tennis.  He is 
active in over ten charitable and service organizations to include Kids Annual Training Camp 
Shelby, MS National Guard Youth Council, and Mississippi American Legion Boys State.

Can you please describe the role of the National Guard in our society and how that role could 

be best communicated to the population that is not in the military?

The role of the National Guard in the United States of America is one that is of paramount 
importance to our nation and plays a vital role in keeping our country safe. Our National 
Guard is federally funded, but state controlled, which leads to a wide variability in tasks they may be called 
upon to accomplish. When guard units are called upon for assistance within their respective states, they may 
be tasked with duties such as responding to weather emergencies or civil unrest within the state. On a federal 
level, the National Guard can be utilized when the president calls upon its troops to provide assistance in larger 
domestic emergencies or to embark on overseas combat missions in support of ongoing operations. As the son of a 
National Guard officer, I have experienced firsthand the impact that our troops can have both here and abroad. 
Even though lengthy absences can be hard on families (and especially children) the significant role that our 
National Guard plays in our local and international theatres far outweighs any of the negatives. My hope is 
that, in the future, my generation will have a better understanding of the responsibilities and magnitude of the job 
of our citizen soldiers and military first responders. 

Major David Leiva
David serves as Director of the Directorate of Personnel and Community Activities for Camp 
Shelby and assigned to Headquarters Company, 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team as the 
Brigade Civil Affairs Officer. David is a member of the International Economic Development 
Council Higher Education Advisory Committee and the Disaster Recovery International 
Foundation Veterans Outreach Program Scholarship awardee.  

How would you best describe the role of the National Guard and how it has changed during the course of your 
career? 

When a plane that fails to identify itself enters Washington D.C.’s no-fly zone, it will probably be a National 
Guardsman who, if ordered, will launch an anti-aircraft missile to protect the residents and lawmakers of the United 
States Capitol. When a U.S. embassy in a hostile country finds itself in need of emergency assistance, it will 
probably be National Guardsmen in F-16 jets scrambled out of Incirlik Air Base in Turkey, who will demonstrate 
American resolve. When a tornado rips through a small community and decimates the town’s infrastructure and 
spirits, it will probably be National Guardsmen at checkpoints ensuring security while others are using chainsaws to 
remove fallen trees so that the residents can begin the long road to recovery. The National Guard has evolved from 
the militia in 1636 to a formal mention in the U.S. Constitution to being the emergency relief valve of the early 
parts of the Iraq and Afghanistan campaigns to serving a major role in the National Defense Strategy. Today’s 
National Guardsmen are guardians of the multidomain warfare – land, sea, air, cyberspace, and, one day, space. 
It would be unrecognizable to its forefathers, and that, perhaps, is the point. 

2019 NGAMS2021 NGAMS
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Captain Jack Smith
Jack is the Assistant S-3 for the 1-204th Air Defense Artillery and on the COVID-19 Task 
Force. He is a 2015 graduate of the Mississippi Military Academy where he earned the MMA 
OCS Class 057 Excellence Award for Academics and Leadership. Jack was a member of the 
2006 University of Mississippi Student Hall of Fame, earned the 2004 Hinds Community 
College 3E Outstanding Student Award, and a member of the 2004 Clarion Ledger’s All-
Mississippi Academic Team. He served as the US Representative, Republic of Estonia for the 
Military Reserve Exchange Program in addition to Bible Study Group Leader for his unit. 

How did you decide to join the Army National Guard?

From early childhood through my adolescent years, I would drive past the 113th Military Police Company 
off Highway 468 in Brandon, MS and often wonder what it would be like to wear the Army uniform. I 
would see National Guard Soldiers standing in formation outside and military vehicles staging for a convoy. 
I also noticed the sign conspicuously located in the front lawn of the property identifying who the commanding 
officer and senior enlisted leaders were at the time and how those names changed every few years. To the local 
community, this armory was a hub of activity for various organizations and still is today. Being a Brandon 
resident, in January of 2013, I drove by the 113th MP Company for the last time as a civilian. I arrived 
home, had a conversation with my wife, attended a few lunch meetings with friends of mine who served before me, 
and swore the oath of enlistment into the military a few months later. 

Private First Class Wyatt Chamberlain
Wyatt is already a member of the Mississippi National Guard after serving in the Junior ROTC as 
Cadet Captain.  Among his many accolades in his young career Wyatt has served as Squad Leader in 
Basic Training, earned the US Army Marksmanship Badge in Rifle and Grenade and JROTC Superior 
Cadet Ribbon. In high school he was a member of the swim team as well as a rodeo bull rider and 
brown belt in Tae Kwon Do. Among his many volunteer activities Wyatt serves with the Mississippi 
Exchange Club and Central Mississippi Turtle Rescue.

How can we best relay the importance of the Mississippi National Guard to the general population? 

Many people outside of the National Guard may be aware of our presence in the community, 
but they may not be aware of all of our key mission areas, capabilities, or roles. This knowledge and these roles 
can be best communicated to non-military populations by public outreach, and community involvement within our 
realms of influence. Key ways this can be accomplished is by inclusion of personnel in Local Emergency Planning 
Committees, involvement with civic activities such as ruck marches for children’s toys and charitable events, and even 
community enhancement projects around our state. One great idea is the Air National Guard annual Flight to the 
North Pole for Angel Tree kids; thus creating a positive spotlight on the Guard. These events along with media 
outreach ensure Guard capabilities are seen by the general public.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERSSCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
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Federally Insured by NCUA

1-888-KEESLER (533-7537)     |  kfcu.org

Proud supporters of the National
     Guard Association of Mississippi

      From Our Military
Heritage to Yours.

Membership eligibility required
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Big Boots to Fill.

We can never repay the service of our 
military men and women, but we are 

proud to salute and support 
these brave soldiers.

General Construction | Construction Management | 
Program Management | Design-Build

reliable, innovative boots for the 

hard-working men and women 

who depend on us. We serve 

those protecting our communities, 

serving our country, the farmer and 

the hunter. And this character of 

service, across all of its meanings 

– whether we’re talking about 

ourselves, our consumers, or 

the trusted products we make for 

them – is at the heart of who we are, 

and what makes us great, just like it 

has since 1932.

ROCKY RESEARCH
Therman McKay

256-258-6880 (office)

256-656-2827 (cell)

trey.mckay@rockyresearch.com

www.rockyresearch.com

890 Martin Road SW

Huntsville, Alabama  35824

Rocky Research offers an innovative 

deployable Containerized Ice Making 

System (CIMS). Rocky Research’s 

CIMS will, on demand, automatically 

produce up to 3,600 lbs. of ice 

per day, in sealed 10 lb. bags, with 

1,200 lbs. onboard storage.   CIMS 

supports National Guard readiness 

aiding in the care of the soldier 

by addressing cool water, food 

preparation, and medical needs.  

CIMS stands ready to support the 

Guard whether deployed, on training 

exercises, or responding to disaster 

relief situations.

ROG, LLC
Billy Dunn

662-455-1364 (cell)

billydunn@roggear.com

Post Office Box 10088

Greenwood, Mississippi  38930

ROG is a leading manufacturer 

of fire-retardant products. ROG 

develops and designs products, 

including its own proprietary fabrics 

and treatments. ROG Gloves are 

proudly made in the USA.

ROG Gloves utilize a technology that 

provides an unrivaled combination 

of protection, durability and 

dexterity. Select gloves are designed 

to be used by any personnel where 

the threat of fire exists.

ROG’s proprietary fabric, FRXTU, 

utilized in many of the gloves, is a 

single layer, two-sided fabric that 

combines the best fire-retardant 

fibers available in the market. All 

gloves are Berry Compliant.

ROG is focused on developing 

solutions at the user level and 

welcomes challenges. Allow us to 

help provide you solutions!

SIKORSKY, A LOCKHEED 
MARTIN COMPANY *
Tom Nicolett

203-386-7222 (office)

703-851-9280 (cell)

tom.v.nicolett@lmco.com

www.sikorsky.com

25 Chatfield Drive

Beacon Falls, Connecticut  06403  

Before

After
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Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin 

Company manufactures the world’s 

premier utility helicopter for the 

Army, the UH-60M BLACK HAWK. 

Variants of the BLACK HAWK fly 

in all of the services.  More than 

4000 BLACK HAWKS are in service 

today, keeping our soldiers, sailors 

and airmen and woman safe.  

Sikorsky is investing in the future 

with our X2 class of helicopters, 

the S-97 RAIDERX™ and the SB>1 

DEFIANTX™.  We look forward 

to this Future Vertical Lift game 

changing technology our nation’s 

military.

SOURCE TACTICAL
Steve Turner

503-816-4414

steve.turner@sourcetacticalgear.net

18160 Cottonwood Road 351

Sunriver, Oregon  97707

Source Tactical - the difference in 

hydration. Source is the choice of 

militaries around the world and here 

is the U.S. Stop by our booth and 

check out the latest in hydration, 

packs and accessories - including 

CBRN rated bladders.

STRATEGIC SYSTEMS, INC.
Danny Light

256-301-5400 (office)

256-280-1920 (cell)

dlight@strategic-si.com

3434 Central Parkway SW

Decatur, Alabama  35603

Strategic Systems Inc.is a Leader in 

the manufacturer of Military Firing 

Range Target Systems, Industrial 

Automation and Precision Machine 

Facility located in North Alabama.

T-MOBILE *
Anja Dimitrijevic

785-218-4998

Anja.2.dimitrijevic@t-mobile.com 

890 West Forest Brook Road

Maitland, Florida  32751

T-Mobile, We deliver outstanding 

wireless experiences.

People come first. That’s what 

makes us the Un-carrier. See 

the path we’ve forged for our 

customers.

TRIDENT UNIVERSITY 
INTERNATIONAL
Caroline Norris-Watson

256-280-1920

caroline.norris-watson@trident.edu 

2200 East Germann Road

Chandle, Arizona  85286

TRUSTMARK NATIONAL 
BANK *
Kristin Merrell

601-208-5888

kmerrell@trustmark.com

1200 N. State Street, Suite 140

Jackson, Mississippi  39202

Trustmark’s history of meeting its 

customer’ financial needs extend 

back to 1889.  Through the years, 

Trustmark has broadened its 

customer base by expanding the 

markets it serves as well as the 

products and services it provides.  

After building a statewide banking 

system in Mississippi, Trustmark 

entered the insurance industry 

in 1999.  In 2001, Trustmark 

expanded into the Tennessee 

market and then entered the 

Florida and Texas markets in 2003 

and 2004, respectively.  In 2013, 

Trustmark expanded its footprint 

to include the Alabama market.  

Trustmark Corporation, with 

approximately $13 billion in assets, 

is a diversified financial services 

company.  We provide banking, 

wealth management and insurance 

solutions through our subsidiaries 

including Trustmark National Bank, 

TRMK Risk Management, Inc., 

Trustmark Investment Advisors, 

Inc., and Fisher Brown Bottrell 

Insurance, Inc.  With locations 

in Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, 

Tennessee and Texas, we have over 

2,800 associates working to achieve 

outstanding customer satisfaction 

by understanding our customers’ 

businesses and needs and providing 

appropriate financial solution.  We 

believe building strong customer 

relationships is the result of knowing 

our customers.  We realize the 

inherent trust you place in your 

financial institution, and we look 

forward to the opportunity to prove 

CONFERENCE
EXHIBITORS

2021
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The G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery Foundation
Established more than a decade ago through the foresight of its benefactor, then Congressman G.V. “Sonny” 

Montgomery. His intention was to provide a vehicle to which the bulk of his estate would be left and be used, 

after his death, to support and encourage his greatest interests during his life.

The Foundation strives to carry his legacy forward as it recognizes civilian and military leaders who have 

excelled and made significant contributions to excellence in his or her field, encourages leadership development, 

education, excellence in scholarship and support of various military and veteran projects and needs.

www.sonnymontgomery.org
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G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery 
Foundation Award 
Captain Deandre Eiland

The National Guard Association of Mississippi is pleased to 
announce Captain Deandre K. Eiland has earned the G.V. 
“Sonny” Montgomery Foundation Leadership Award.  

Captain Eiland currently serves as Training Officer for the 
1-98th Cavalry Squadron. In the last two years, he has served 
and supported in multiple high profile events, including the 
155th ABCT’s recent deployment Operation Spartan Shield 
(OSS), Arctic Anvil, Washington D.C. Civil Unrest, and COVID-19 
Community Based Testing team support. He volunteered in 
numerous events, to include the 66th Troop Command’s Patriot 
South HURREX exercise and participated in local Mississippi 
community food drives. 

Captain Eiland is the embodiment of the qualities and 
character that the G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery Leadership 
Foundation Leadership Award seeks to recognize.  No matter 
the assignment or position, Captain Eiland has withstood the 
tests that separate the good from the great.  Read his full 
biography, to include his incredible list of accomplishments and 
awards, on our homepage www.ngams.org.    
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to you the value behind our name.  

Trustmark is “People you Trust.  

Advice that Works.”

TRUSTMARK TAILORED 
WEALTH  ***
Jerry Thornhill

248 East Capitol St., Suite 1006

Jackson, MS 39201

O: 601-208-5174

F: 601-208-6581 

jthornhill@trustmark.com

Trustmark Tailored Wealth provides 

access to investment management 

and asset allocation strategies 

through Trustmark Investment 

Advisors, Inc., a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of Trustmark National 

Bank and a division of Trustmark 

Tailored Wealth.

Trustmark Investment Advisors, Inc. 

(TIAI) is a registered investment 

adviser with the Securities and 

Exchange Commission and 

incorporated in the state of 

Mississippi.

TIAI provides customized 

investment management services 

for Trustmark National Bank’s 

Tailored Wealth division’s Trust 

Group. Clients of the Trust Group 

include: Individuals, Institutions, 

Foundations, Endowments, 

and Charitable Organizations. 

TIAI had approximately $2.5 

billion in regulatory assets under 

management as of 12/31/2020.

TIAI has experience in the following 

areas:

• Asset allocation

• Security analysis

• Quantitative modeling

• Mutual fund analysis 

• Portfolio management

VERTEX AEROSPACE
Brock Gaston

601-607-6385 (office)

robert.gaston@vtxaero.com 

555 Industrial Drive S

Madison, Mississippi  391110

Vertex Aerospace is a global defense 

company, headquartered in Madison, 

Mississippi, that offers a one-stop-

shop solution for aftermarket 

aerospace services for fixed and 

rotary wing aircraft. We have over 

3,500 employees at our 65 U.S. 

and 35 international locations and 

proudly employ nearly 60% of 

veterans. Our Company offers a 

wide variety of worldwide, mission 

critical services for both commercial 

and government customers.

VETERANS’ HOME 
PURCHASE BOARD 

John Kaiser

601-576-4800 (office)

jkaiser@vhpb.state.ms.us

3466 Highway 80 East

Pearl, Mississippi  39208

The Veterans’ Home Purchase 

Board was established by an Act 

of the Mississippi State Legislature 

to provide a benefit in the form of 

“Thank you to everyone who left the safety and security of
their homes and their families to unselfishly serve our
country. There are no words that can match the magnitude of
your service and your sacrifice,” President and CEO of Atmos
Energy Mike Haefner said. “To our employees who are
currently on leave to serve their country, you and your
families are in our thoughts and prayers.”

CONFERENCE
EXHIBITORS

2021
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www.pts-inc.com

EXPEDITIONARY TACTICAL 
COMMS SOLUTIONS

PTS E-Kit™ offers the solution for expeditionary 
tactical comms. The E-Kit™ is rapidly deployable 
and enables the user to establish worldwide 
comms in 20 minutes or less. PTS radio mounts 
facilitate the installation of tactical radios in fi xed 
and semi-fi xed environments.
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Money in the fund is to be utilized to make grants 
to families that experience a financial hardship as a 
result of a family member who is a member of the 
Mississippi National Guard.  Unfortunately the law did 
not allow the fund to be used if the Service member 
lived outside of Mississippi.  However we were able to 
get the law changed to allow it to be used for members 
of the Mississippi National Guard that lived outside of 
the state. This fund literally saved Scott and Sara from 
financial disaster.  

In another example, Jason and Sam graduated high 
school together in 2014 in Southwest Mississippi.  Jason 
joined the Mississippi Air National Guard as a member 
of Security Forces and Sam joined the Air Force in an 
administrative role. Shortly after they turned 19 years 
old they both applied for their concealed carry permits. 
It was then Jason found out the Mississippi National 
Guard was not included under the term “United States 
Armed Forces” when an 18-21 year old is applying for 
the basic concealed carry permit.  We updated the law 
to include a well trained member of Security Forces.  
However this was an oversight that we also found in 
many other places in the Mississippi Code. Since that 
time we have corrected numerous other code sections.

In 2018 a county in south Mississippi wanted to provide 
the Mississippi National Guard land for a new armory 
in its new industrial park.  However the current laws 
would not allow it.  We amended the Mississippi Code 
to revise the entities to which economic development 
districts may transfer industrial sites within industrial 
parks to include the Mississippi Military Department 
and the Mississippi National Guard. This is an incredibly 
important revision as it allows 
counties to provide property 
in Economic Development 
Districts for building of armories.  
This allows our armories to 
be situated in areas that can 
better serve our communities 
in times of disaster and help in 
recruitment due to increased 
visibility. Armories will be on 
main transportation corridors and 
in areas containing very good 
infrastructure.

In fall of 2019 we had a local 
sheriff’s department that wanted 
to hire one of our military police 
officers.  However, by statute, the 
Service member was required 
to repeat training already 
provided in the military. We 
amended the Mississippi Code, 
to authorize the board on law 
enforcement officer standards 

and training to consider certain military training when 
determining whether an applicant has satisfied certain 
requirements in order to be qualified for appointment 
or employment as a law enforcement officer. This is 
an incredible benefit and advantage for our Service 
members with military police or similar credentials as 
it allows them the possibility of not having to conduct 
redundant training. It also gives an incentive for local 
law enforcement agencies to hire members of the 
Mississippi National Guard as they can sooner complete 
initial training and begin work in their field of service.
  
We could fill the rest of the Standard magazine with 
other examples of issues that arise in the day to day 
lives of our Service members. The members of our 
Mississippi Legislature are honorable and capable 
individuals who sacrifice time away from their families 
and careers to serve our state. Unfortunately, of the 
nearly 200 members, you can count on two hands the 
number that have any type of military experience.  You 
can count on one hand the legislators with experience 
in the Mississippi National Guard. The National Guard 
Association fills that gap.  
   
2021 is no exception to our service to you. Read below 
and on our NGAMS Home Page to find out there are, 
among many other things, 13,800,000 reasons to join 
the National Guard Association of Mississippi and 
attend the NGAMS Conference.

Through the efforts of the Legislative Committee, the 
members of the NGAMS, the Director of Legislative 
Affairs and Economic Development for the Adjutant 
General, and our leadership in the Mississippi 

Technology Solutions that
Protect our National Security

256.799.1942
https://www.digiflight.com/

continued from page 16

continued on page 51
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a mortgage loan to Mississippi veterans in appreciation 

for their service to our country.  A direct loan from 

the VHPB with affordable interest rates using the VA 

guarantee program provides affordable home ownership 

opportunities and improves the quality of life for many 

Mississippi veterans.

THE WALKER ASSOCIATES *
601-583-2127 (office)

2203 Hardy Street, P. O. Box 16496

Hattiesburg, Mississippi  39401

The Walker Associates, Engineers-Planners-Designers, 

PLLC is a consulting engineering firm founded in 1985 

and based in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  The firm is a full 

services civil engineering and design firm consisting 

of highly skilled professionals.  We have expertise in 

the areas of site planning, layout and design, sewer 

and water design and treatment, storm drainage 

analysis, highway engineering, soils engineering, traffic 

engineering and transportation planning, land surveying, 

construction surveying, computer modeling, planning 

and mapping.

WINDHAM & LACEY, CPA *
Tom Windham

601-939-8676 (office)

2708 Old Brandon Road

Pearl, Mississippi  39208

With four offices in Mississippi, Windham & Lacey is 

your trusted financial partner offering; accounting, 

governmental auditing and tax and small business 

consulting services.  Choose us for experienced and 

affordable service from accountants that care about 

you. 

XGO *
Mackenzie Huston

859-492-2675 (cell)

mackenzie.huston@proxgo.com

Post Office Box 2716

Southern Pines, North Carolina  28388

XGO is a tactical high-performance base layer & apparel 

manufacturer located in central North Carolina (just a 

few miles west of Fort Bragg). We specialize in light, 

mid and heavyweight base layers, all moisture wicking 

and antimicrobial, with the option of flame retardant for 

many. We use a ‘vertical’ model of manufacturing that 

is in full compliance with the Berry Amendment, which 

means that every aspect of the process is carried out in 

our localized facilities right here in the USA!

W. G. YATES AND SONS CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY *
Mike Farrar

601-351-2092 (office)

601-896-1841 (cell)

Mike.farrar@wgyates.com

Tara Kerr, Executive Assistant to Mike Farrar

601-351-2092 (office)

tara.kerr@wgyates.com

Ranked among the top construction services 

providers in the country by Engineering News Record, 

Yates Construction is family owned and provides a 

wide range of construction and building services. 

Incorporated in 1964 by William G. Yates Jr., we have 

steadily grown to become one of the top construction 

providers in the nation. We are financially sound with a 

significant bonding capacity as well as vast personnel 

and equipment resources. Our portfolio includes 

commercial and industrial projects from various sectors 

including arts and culture, civil, commercial, education, 

entertainment and gaming, federal, healthcare, 

hospitality, manufacturing, municipal, retail, and 

technology. We work hard to understand our client’s 

business needs and continually look for opportunities 

to provide additional value to our clients and their 

projects. Our client relationships are the foundation of 

our success, and our primary goal is to help each of our 

clients achieve their vision.
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WWW.PCGCONTRACTING.COM

As a member of the Mississippi
National Guard you are a member 
of the half percent of the United 
States population that is willing 
to serve in the greatest military 
in the world.  Display your 
commitment to freedom through 
our distinctive decals, lapel pins, 
pens, golf shirts and other gear.  

Contact our o�ce or visit us at www.ngams.org 
or our social media pages for more information.  

DISPLAY YOUR COMMITMENT TO FREEDOM
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BACK 
TO THE 

BEACH!
2022 NGAMS 
CONFERENCE

MAY 13-16, 2022
GOLDEN NUGGET 

AND
MARGARITAVILLE

BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI
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Biloxi, Mississippi
May 13-16, 2022

Reserve your booth now!

INCREDIBLE EXHIBITOR VALUE
All exhibitor spaces cost only $400.00 and include:

★ Draped table, chair(s) along with draped backdrop and side rails
★ Power upon request
★ Inclusion in the NGAMS Directory
★ Breakfast and Box Lunch on Saturday
★ Refreshments
★ Invitation to the Friday Night Social

NGAMS doesn’t take your registration and simply assign you a booth.  

PRE-EVENT PROMOTION
With thousands of followers on social media, NGAMS will be targeting your 

audience with specific details of the event.

ON-SITE COORDINATION
We fully integrate you into the conference.  From the sporting events to the 
Friday Night Social to the business session to the Saturday Night Units Dinner 
we promote maximum engagement with our members.

POST-EVENT ADVERTISING
We publish an exhibitor directory that is given to all attendees so that your 

contact information is in the hands of decision makers throughout the year.          

2022 STATE 
CONFERENCETHE

NGAMS
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Become a Patriot Partner to maximize your exposure all year 
and get even more value for your money.  

 Listed below are the conference benefits for each level. 

PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORS ($2,500)
★ Two full conference registrations to include booth space
★ Sporting events covered
★ Recognition at conference events and listing as a Patriot Partner
★ Presentation of a Partnership Plaque

★ Scrolling Link to company website on NGAMS Sponsor page

DIAMOND LEVEL SPONSORS ($5,000)
All the benefits above plus:

★ Preferred booth space
★ One room for two nights at the conference
★ Private dinner at conference with the Adjutant General and senior

leaders

★ Scrolling link to company website on NGAMS home page

PATRIOT LEVEL SPONSORS ($7,500)
All the benefits above plus:

★ Two rooms for two nights at the conference
★ Premium booth space at the conference
★ Linked feature on the NGAMS homepage and all NGAMS social media

pages
★ Company name inscribed on a plaque displayed at the entrance to

the NGAMS office
★ Logo featured on special publications

Plus more benefits outlined in the Patriot Partnership Program page on our 
website, www.ngams.org under the “Support NGAMS” tab. 

Contact us for more information.

PATRIOT PARTNERS
PO Box 627  |  Jackson, MS 39205                      601.354.7555  |  www.ngams.org
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Legislature we had an incredibly successful legislative 
session during one of the most difficult times in our 
history. The following proposals have passed and been 
signed into law. We thank all those involved, to include 
our friends at Mississippi Veterans Affairs, for their 
tireless efforts and their concerns for the well-being of 
our men and women in uniform. 

First, we are ecstatic to announce that we obtained an 
increase of the Mississippi Military Department budget. 
Over the past five years we have seen an increase in the 

budget for four of those years. Further, the Mississippi 
Military Department gained $5,800,000 in additional 
appropriation for planning, construction, repair, 
renovation, replacement, furnishing and equipping 
readiness centers around Mississippi. These matching 
funds will be combined with the federal funding 
provided by the efforts of our federal delegation. 
Over the past five years we have obtained nearly 
$13,800,000 in additional state funding. Prior to that no 
additional funding had been obtained since 2003. 

We are also excited to report the following successes in 
the nonrevenue bills.

HB 1263

Creates Section 73-50-2, to provide that Mississippi 
occupational licensing boards shall issue a license to an 
applicant who establishes residence in this state if the 
applicant holds a current license in good standing from 
another state, has been licensed by the other state for 
at least one year and satisfies certain other conditions; 
to provide that the license issued to the applicant will 
be in the discipline applied for and at the same practice 
level as determined by the occupational licensing 
board.

Why this matters to us: This bill requires various 
Occupational Licensing Boards to issue licenses to 
Service members, military spouses and family members 
upon certain conditions, essentially making it easier 
to obtain the occupational license when locating from 
another state. This bill further expands on efforts we 
made last year to help our military families moving 
from or moving back from other states.

SB 2294

Amends Section 63-1-35, to authorize a veteran to 
establish proof of military service for veteran driver’s 
license designation in person at the department of 
public safety driver’s license station. It also amends 
Section 97-19-85 to provide criminal penalties for 
submitting false documents to obtain a veteran driver’s 
license or other veteran’s benefits.

Why this matters to us: This change removes a 
burdensome step for our Service members in obtaining 
the mark of veteran on their license. The veteran 
requesting the “Vet” designation now only has to 
present his DD-214, Military Retiree Identification 
Card, United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Identification Card, United States Department 
of Veterans Affairs Identification Card or National 
Guard Form NGB 22. The veteran requesting the “Vet” 
designation may present his DD-214, Military Retiree 
Identification Card, United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Identification Card, United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs Identification 
Card or National Guard Form NGB 22 in person at the 
Mississippi Department of Public Safety Driver’s License 
Station. 

SB2598

Amends Section 45-9-101 to authorize the Department 
of Public Safety to waive the residency requirement for 

continued from page 43
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Life never stands still. It’s a constant cycle of changing, learning 

and growing. No matter what stage you’re ready for next, 

BancorpSouth is here for all your financial needs. 

We’ve served customers for over 140 years. You can count on us 

to continue growing to meet your needs no matter what comes. 

We’re Right Where You Are.

CONNECT WITH US TODAY.
| | |

BancorpSouth.com/FindALocation
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Page 1
American and Uzbek Special Forces conduct training operations as part of Exercise Southern Strike 2021, April 20, 2021. 
Southern Strike is an annual training exercise hosted by the Mississippi National Guard to increase combat readiness 
across all branches of the U.S. Military. (Temporary unmasking for service members is due to mission requirements.) (U.S. 
Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Jon Alderman)

Page 2
Soldiers swear in as officers in the Mississippi Army National Guard in Dalton Hall at Camp Shelby Joint Force Training 
Center near Hattiesburg, Miss., June 14, 2020. Soldiers completed Officer Candidate School on March 21, 2020, but due 
to COVID-19 restrictions the graduation was postponed for safety. (U.S. Army National Guard Photo By Spc. Christopher 
Shannon II)

Page 17
Maj. Gen. Janson D. Boyles, the Adjutant General of Mississippi, Command Sgt. Maj. John T. Raines, Senior Enlisted Leader 
of the Mississippi National Guard, and Maj. Gen. Billy M. Nabors, Assistant Adjutant General - Air, welcome home Soldiers 
of the 155th Armored Brigade Combat Team as they return to Flowood, Miss., from Washington D.C., June 7, 2020. (U.S. 
Army National Guard photo by Sgt. Edward Lee)

Page 42
More than 160 Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery Regiment, Mississippi Army National Guard, are 
welcomed home at Thompson Field, Flowood, Miss., Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2020. The Soldiers have been serving in the National 
Capital Region since Spring 2020. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Lt. Col. Deidre D. Smith) 

Page 51
Members of the Mississippi Army National Guard and staff members of the Madison County Nursing Home work together 
to test all the patients and employees of the facility in Canton, Miss., May 27, 2020. The Mississippi National Guard is 
supporting the Mississippi Department of Health by operating multiple test sites around the state to aid in the battle 
against COVID-19. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Christopher Shannon II)

Page 51
U.S. Army Sgt. Chase Toussaint, an allied trade specialist, with the 3656th Quartermaster Company, fills a container with 
non-drinkable water at a water distribution site at Provine High School in Jackson, Miss., February 25, 2021. The Mississippi 
National Guard is supporting the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency to assist citizens impacted after last week’s 
weather damaged Jackson’s municipal water delivery system. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Spc. Christopher 
Shannon II)

a concealed-carry license for a member of an active 
or reserve component branch of the United States of 
America Armed Forces assigned to Mississippi, or the 
spouse of the same.

Why this matters to us: This change is a benefit of 
service. It removes another burden to members of the 
Mississippi National Guard and their families that are 
moving back to Mississippi to have to wait to obtain 
a concealed-carry license. Further it is another tool in 
recruiting Service members to the Mississippi National 
Guard from other states. It builds on our previous 
efforts to make sure “reserve component” was included 
on the definition of a Service member.

SB2785

Amends Section 63-1-7, to exempt from the 
requirements of driver’s examination and licensure 
active or reserve duty military members, their spouses 
and dependent children who are licensed as drivers 
under a law requiring the licensing of drivers in their 
home state and who have in their immediate possession 
a valid driver’s license issued in their home state.

Why this matters to us: This change removes another 
burden to members of the Mississippi National 
Guard that are moving back to Mississippi to have to 
immediately update a license that was obtained or 
renewed in another state. Many of our Service members 
take their families with them during extended schools, 
short tours or other assignments. Often the family 
members will obtain or renew their driver’s license 
during that time. Further it is another tool in recruiting 
Service members to the Mississippi National Guard 
from other states. It builds on our previous efforts to 
make sure “reserve component” was included on the 
definition of a Service member.

As we stated at the beginning of the article, every 
one of these changes are tied to a personal story of 
at least one of our Service members, family members, 
or retirees. It is our honor to work on their behalf.  
However we cannot protect and serve you if you are 
not a member and if you are not involved.  Join today, 
attend the conferences, and find a place where you can 
serve in our organization.  Your future and the future of 
your Mississippi National Guard depends on it.   
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